
Message from the Executive Headteacher  

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

On behalf of the staff and governors at Atam Primary Academy, I 
would like to wish all pupils and parents a very happy winter break 
and every blessing for the New Year.  

As we approach the end of what has been a very successful autumn 
term, the whole school community is looking forward to a well-
earned rest. All the children, parents and staff who walk through 
the doors of Atam Academy, I want you to know that you have all 
played or are playing an important part in the legacy of this great 
school. Everyone is here because he or she has a place to fill and 
every piece fits itself rather nicely into the big jigsaw puzzle that 
makes up the beautiful image of our spectacular school, where we 
learn to love another and love the world around us.  

I would like to thank our wonderful children for their hard work 
throughout this autumn term. It has been a privilege to see the 
pupils of our school adapting to their new classroom environments 
in September, learning new concepts from an ever challenging 
curriculum and making progress throughout the term. Each and 
every child has contributed to the school’s continued success and 
they should feel very proud of their fine achievements.  

Warm winter wishes, 

Mrs Piesse 

Executive Headteacher 

 



Who we are & what we do ... 

THE GOVERNORS 

 

Our values 

Our school’s ethos is underpinned by its values.  Values-based education is widely recognised to support the spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural development of pupils throughout their school life.  Atam Acade-

my has adopted the “As One” values which are derived from the Sikh ethos and have uni-

versal applicability:Sat – Truth 

Santokh – Altruism 

Daya – Compassion 

Dharam – Service 

Himmat – Courage 

Chardi Kala – Resilience 

Pyaar - Love 

The learning and experiences of the pupils shall be linked to one of the values on a rotating half-termly basis. 

What we do 

The Governing Body meets once a term and meetings are formally convened and minuted by the Clerk. We also have occa-

sional ad hoc meetings for training or to discuss particular issues. 

The three core strategic functions of the Board of Governors are: 

Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction. 

Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils. 

Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent. 

Please note that Governors are not involved with the day-to-day operations of the school as this is the responsibility of the 

Headteacher and Executive Principal. Therefore, it is more appropriate to direct any enquiries or concerns you may have to 

the school and not to the Governors.  

In addition to the full Board of Governors, there are two Committees in place to ensure the Governing Body carries out its 

core functions effectively and efficiently: the “Resources Committee” which focuses on staffing, the budget and premises and 

the “Pupils, Learning and Standards Committee” which focuses on school performance and pupil outcomes.  

In addition, to attending meetings certain Governors have been assigned a key area of responsibility in terms of holding the 

school to account for the quality of provision and compliance with statutory requirements. These “Link Governors” visit the 

school and report back to the Governing Body.  

Further details of our current Governing Body, including Link Governors and attendance information can be found on Atam 

Academy’s website. 

Who we are 

Atam Academy’s Board of Governors comprises of 14 Governors which includes staff and parent governors, as well as inde-

pendent governors who have been co-opted to the Board. Our Governors are from diverse backgrounds and offer a spec-

trum of skills including finance, legal, IT and education, from both the private and public sector. 

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh 

Welcome to the Governor’s section as part of the latest Atam Academy newsletter! 

Atam Academy has an active Governing Board who are proud to serve the school and the local community and are com-

mitted to ensuring that Atam Academy provides a high-quality education for all our pupils in line with the school’s Sikh 

ethos. 



 

Atam is very honoured to be part of this great event and pupils, parents and staff are looking forward 

to be part of this great cause. Atam’s involvement with the event was recognised in the Ilford 

Recorder too! https://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/news/atam-academy-project-malachi-1-5824924 
 

Atam's event is on Christmas Day, 6pm to 12pm. 

Children can get involved in many different ways: 

Children can bring in artwork centred around Sikhism which will be 
shown live on TV.  

Children can perform Kirtan and recite poetry live on TV.  

Please note, we are happy if any sibling, who might not come to Atam, 
wants to do a piece of artwork or perform Kirtan/play instruments. 

 

 The event will be from 6pm to 12pm. There will be no overnight sleepout, the event finishes once the 
live broadcast is over at 12pm. 

 

The event will take place in a tent outside so attendees must wrap up warm and even bring blankets.  

The school Darbar Sahib will not be used for this event. Langar will be provided inside the school. 

 

We will showcase the school between 6.30pm and 7.30pm. 
Children who wish to perform are requested to come to the school 
by 5.30pm so we can arrange. 

 

Children need to be on their best behaviour as they will be 
representing the school. Children must be accompanied by 

parents at the event 

Saka 

Sirhind 

https://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/news/atam-academy-project-malachi-1-5824924
https://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/news/atam-academy-project-malachi-1-5824924


This week our focus in Literacy has been instructions. As part of our build 
up to writing instructions, Simran class started off the week by giving and 
following instructions. In their learning partner pairs, Simran class sat 
back to back and one partner gave the other instructions on how to build 
a lego tower. After the other partner had finished following those 
instructions, they revealed their towers to one another to see if they 
matched/ were the same. The purpose behind this was to give clear and 
specific instructions to a peer. It also helped us develop our listening 
and oracy skills. Simple activities like this can also be done at home, using 
various play objects. For example, giving instructions for how to dress a 
doll or navigating a remote controlled car to a destination of 
your choice. Simran class really enjoyed this Literacy activity and 
produced some fantastic work! 

YEAR 1 

Reception enjoyed celebrating Diwali early 
on in the term. Reception have looked at 

many fairy-tale stories including 'The 
Ginger Bread Man', 'Three Little Pigs' and 

'Goldilocks and The Three Bears'. The 
reception cohort created a 

Christmas  corner with snowflakes, stocking 
and ornaments. They also enjoyed 

participating in the 'Christmas Jumper 
Day'.  

Reception 

Nursery 
In the Nursery we have been learning about 
different colours and what happens when you 
mix them together. We looked at work by 
different artists such as Monet, Van Gogh and 
Picasso. The children learnt new techniques for 
painting, including different types of brush 
strokes. They also manipulated different types 
of media and materials in order to create their 
pictures. The Nursery children began the week 
with adult support and by the end of the week 
they were able to work independently during 
child-initiated activity time. Some children 
were able to make links and comparisons to 
work found in their learning environment. 



With our first term ending, we look back at some of the highlights in year 3. 

One of our stand out moments was our trip to Seven Kings Park for the grand 

opening of the new cricket facilities that will be open to the public. Children 

were able to meet and be trained by the Sussex Cricket team and received 

gifts as well as feature in an article in the local Redbridge Recorder. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed the day and used the skills of teamwork and 

sportsmanship they have built in school to thrive in the activities held by the 

volunteers involved.  

YEAR 3 

Year 2 

In Year 2, the children have been focusing upon the topic called “Land Ahoy” 
which has strong links to Geography. The children have learnt about Captain 
James Cook and his voyages to Australia and New Zealand. They have learnt 
how to read and construct their own simple grid maps as well as exploring 
the similarities and differences between the UK and New Zealand. In order 
to get the children engaged in their learning, at the beginning of term we 

had a Pirates Day. This meant that staff and the children had to dress up as 
pirates and share their fantastic holiday projects that they created. 



EVENTS AT ATAM 
 

Thank you to our amazing PTA Team for 

organsing Atam’s Santas grotto this year.  

The children were so excited and happy to 

meet Santa and receive their gift. 

Thank you Santa! 

Friends of Atam 

Santa’s Grotto 

Blurb and pic to add 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

On Tuesday 18th December the whole school took part in World Religion Day. 

They were involved in researching about different religions, and creating their own 

religious artefacts.  

Well done everyone! 



Gurpurabs 
On Bandi Chhor Divas there were a 

host of activities as the children 

remembered the King of Miri & Piri, 

Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji.  

 

On Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s Gurpurab 

the pupils were able to sing the 

Shabad of the term related to the 

first Guru and had a whole day of 

activities based on the teachings of 

Guru Nanak Dev Ji. 

 

Student Council members have 

been selected: 

Seva—Jai Sidhu / Jaidan Kallah 

Simran—Akaal Singh / Pavreet Thind 

Daya—Gurkirit Kahlon  

Dharam—Livleen Jhinger /Harleen 

Mann 

Bana—Kurbaan Kaur/ Sansaar 

Dhinjan 

Bani—Mya Sahota/ Ashmeet Kaur 

Well done to all our new members! 



HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

December 25th—Saka Sirhind 

January 7th—Teacher training Day 

January 8th—School opens at 8.30am 

January 13th—Guru Gobind Singh Ji Gurpurab 

February 18th—Half-term break 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Please Note 
 Breakfast club fees will be increasing to £2.75 from January 2019 due to rising 

costs 

 Parking—Parents please take note, it is not appropriate to petition Redbridge Col-

lege with regards to access to their car park. Atam Academy is no different to many 

inner city schools which do not have parking facilities within the school grounds and 

that we have to adhere to the Transport arrangements in the terms of our planning 

permission.  

 After School Clubs will be starting from the week beginning 14th January for 5 

weeks. 


