
 

 

 
24th February 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am writing to you with some updates about Khalsa Secondary Academy and the wider 
Khalsa Academies Trust. 
 
We remain deeply proud of everything our schools and our wider communities achieve. 
Across our network of academies there is a great deal to celebrate. Whether that be our 
Outstanding gradings, strong student outcomes or the dedication and commitment of our 
talented staff, our Trust is built on strong foundations.  
 
Just as an example, Khalsa Secondary Academy has a strong track record over three years, 
the Atam Academy is on track to deliver strong Key Stage 1 outcomes this year, and Khalsa 
Academy Wolverhampton is on track to deliver a very positive first set of GCSE results.  
 
That being said, we acknowledge that we are on a journey to achieving our aspirations. We 
have, like many organisations, faced our challenges. We are committed to tackling these 
issues with transparency and focus. 
 
That is why we wanted to let you know that the Trust has received two pieces of 
correspondence from the Department for Education and Regional Schools Commissioner 
over recent weeks. 
 
The first of these is what is called a Financial Notice to Improve. 
 
We want to stress that by receiving this there is no suggestion that there has been any 
fraudulent activity or financial malpractice in the Trust. In fact, our Trust, despite the 
challenges that the education sector is facing, is in a strong financial position. Question 
marks have, however, been raised about how the Trust’s finances are monitored by our 
Trustees and Members.  
 
Given that these are volunteer positions, it is right that we support and enhance this group 
of individuals who already do so much for our schools.  We have, therefore, appointed three 
new trustees, which includes an individual who has a 30 year career in risk, governance and 
compliance in the highly regulated financial and payment services industries, to bolster this 
body.  In addition, we were already working on the areas highlighted in the Financial Notice 
to Improve and are in a much stronger position. 
 
 



 

 

 
Secondly, the Trust has been asked to prepare an action plan to show how we will continue 
to drive forwards improvements at Khalsa Secondary Academy.  Following the Ofsted 
Inspection at the end of last year, this request through what is known as a Termination 
Warning Notice, is something that we have been expecting and preparing for. In short, it is 
right that we are held to account when issues have been rightly raised.  That being said, we 
take issue with some of the language that is used in the Notice. We are working swiftly to 
address the concerns that were raised.  We have the capacity and track record to improve, 
and we can do these while building on the Sikh values that are central to all that we do. 
Tangible progress is being made, and we would also like to thank the vast majority of our 
community who are offering their support. This sense of collaboration is vital to us ensuring 
that every child is able to achieve their very best. 
 
We do find it concerning and disheartening however, that there are those seeking to cause 
distrust at a time when so many people are pulling together. It would be wrong to go into 
detail, but if anyone does have any concerns then please do contact the Trust and we would 
be happy to work with you. Anonymous letters and social media messages about topics that 
we are being transparent about are not in the best interest of our schools and our students.   
 
So, while there are still challenges to come, I would ask that we unite around our ethos and 
beliefs so that we can deliver an education that delivers the academic, cultural and religious 
teachings that our community wants. It is vital that we stick together in order to ensure that 
our academies are able to provide the educational and faith needs of our students.  
 
I hope that this letter provides some assurance and perspective to the current situation 
surrounding the Trust.  Please do let me know if there is any further information you would 
like. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
Shaminder Rayatt 
Chair of Trustees 
 
 
 


