
 

End of Year Expectations for Year 4 for New National Curriculum – EXPECTED (At National Standard) 
 

YEAR 4 MATHS NUMBER AND PLACE VALUE 
 

 

Number & Place Value 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Addition and Subtraction 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Multiplication and Division 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Fractions 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 find 1000 
more or less than a given number.  
Count backwards through zero to include negative 
numbers.  
Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit 
number (thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones).  
Order and compare numbers beyond 1000.  
Identify, represent and estimate numbers using 
different representations.  
Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000.  
Solve number and practical problems that involve all of 
the above and with increasingly large positive numbers.  
Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that 
over time, the numeral system changed to include the 
concept of zero and place value. 

 Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the 
formal written methods of columnar addition and 
subtraction where appropriate.   
Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers 
to a calculation.  
Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 
contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use 
and why. 
 

 Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication 
tables up to 12 × 12.  
Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and 
divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 
1; multiplying together three numbers.  
Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in 
mental calculations.  
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit 
number using formal written layout.  
Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including 
using the distributive law to multiply two-digit numbers by one 
digit, integer scaling problems and harder correspondence 
problems such as n objects are connected to m objects. 
 

Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of 
common equivalent fractions count up and down in 
hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when 
dividing an object by one hundred and dividing tenths 
by ten.  
Solve problems involving increasingly harder 
fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions to 
divide quantities, including non-unit fractions where 
the answer is a whole number.  
 Add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator.  
 Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any 
number of tenths or hundredths.  
 Recognise and write decimal equivalents to 1/4 , 
1/2 , ¾. 
 Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit 
number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of the 
digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths.  
  Round decimals with one decimal place to the 
nearest whole number.  
Compare numbers with the same number of 
decimal places up to two decimal places. 
Solve simple measure and money problems 
involving fractions and decimals to two decimal 
places. 
 

YEAR 4 MATHS GEOMETRY & MEASURES 
 
 

Measures 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Geometry – Properties of Shapes 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Geometry – Position and Movement 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Statistics 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre to metre; hour 

to minute].  
Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in 
centimetres and metres.  
Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares.  
Estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in pounds and 
pence.  
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks.  
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; 
years to months; weeks to days. 
 

 

  Compare and classify geometric shapes, 
including quadrilaterals and triangles, based on their 
properties and sizes. 
 Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and 
order angles up to two right angles by size.  
 Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented 
in different orientations.  
  Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect 
to a specific line of symmetry. 
 

  Describe positions on a 2-D grid as 
coordinates in the first quadrant.  
 
 Describe movements between positions as 
translations of a given unit to the left/right and 
up/down.  
 
 Plot specified points and draw sides to 
complete a given polygon 

 
  Interpret and present discrete and continuous 
data using appropriate graphical methods, 
including bar charts and time graphs 
 
. Solve comparison, sum and difference 
problems using information presented in bar 
charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. 



 
YEAR 4 READING 

 

Word Reading Comprehension 
 

Sufficient evidence shows the ability to... 
 
  
 

  Read with fluency a range of age-appropriate text types from those specified for 
YRs 3 and 4 (including fairy stories, myths and legends, poetry, plays and non-fiction 
books). Read at a speed sufficient for them to focus on understanding.  
 
   Read most common exception words effortlessly, noting unusual correspondence 

Between spelling and sound.  Know the full range of GPCs, and use phonic skills 
consistently and automatically to address unfamiliar or challenging words.  
 
 Determine the meaning of new words by sometimes applying knowledge of root 
words and their affixes e.g. information, invasion, enclosure, mountainous.  
 
 Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and perform. Demonstrate 
understanding by using appropriate intonation and volume when reciting or reading 
aloud. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sufficient evidence shows the ability to... 
.  
  Fully engage with and enjoy reading a range of texts, making choices and explaining preferences; 
know some text types; talk about books enjoyed both in and out of school, making textual references. 
 
   Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of fiction ( including fairy stories, myths and 
legends over the two YR cycle), poetry (including those read aloud and performed) and plays. Begin to 
justify comments. 
 
  Listen to and discuss a range of non-fiction and reference or text books, that are structured in different 
ways; recognise typical presentational features. 
 
 Identify themes and conventions in a range of books e.g. identify a theme of ‘recycling’ or ‘changes in 
leisure activities’; recognise the conventions of a myth or play script; know how information is signposted 
in reference books 
 
 Recognise several different forms of poetry, such as free verse, rhyming, shape, narrative, humorous; 
explain their differences 
 
 Draw inferences and justify with evidence e.g. characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives, from their 
actions or words. Draw comparisons 
 
 Predict what might credibly happen from details stated and implied. 
 
 Explain the meaning of words in context; use dictionaries to check meanings 
 
 Explain and discuss their understanding of the text e.g. describe a sequence of events; the way a 
character changes through the story; the reason why Lucy is upset when Edmund lies; the different ways 
to make a cake. 
 
 Identify and summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph e.g. a poem about funny 
relatives; a persuasive message to recycle rubbish. 
 
 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts. 
 
 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning e.g. that the word ‘threatening’ 
means that the storm is close and could be dangerous; the introduction leads you into the text; each 
paragraph tells you about a different character. 
 
 Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 
 
 During discussion about texts, ask relevant questions to improve their understanding; take turns and 
build on what others have to say. 



YEAR 4 WRITING 
 

Transcription Composition 
 

Spelling 
 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to… 
 
 Write from memory, simple dictated sentences 
which include familiar GPCs, common exception 
words and punctuation. 
 
 Use knowledge of morphology to spell words 
with prefixes e.g. in-, il-, im-, re-, sub-, inter-, auto-. 
 
 Add suffixes which begin with a vowel e.g. forget, 
forgetting. Add suffixes –sion, -ous, -cian and –ly 
e.g. completely, basically 
 
Write words spelt ch e.g. scheme, chemist, chef. 
. 
  Spell most homophones in the YR 3-4 spelling 
appendix e.g. accept, except; scene, seen. 
. 
 Use apostrophes to mark singular and plural 
possession e.g. the girl’s name; the girls’ names; 
include irregular plurals e.g. children’s bags. 
 
 Spell the majority of words from the YR 3-4 word 
list. 
 

Handwriting 
 
Evidence:  
 
 Writing is legible. 
 
    All letters and digits are consistently formed 
and of the correct size, orientation and relationship 
to one another. 
 
   Writing is spaced sufficiently so that ascenders 
and descenders do not meet 
 
   Appropriate letters are joined consistently. 

Composition: structure and purpose 
 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to… 
 
 Discuss and develop initial ideas in order to plan 
and draft before writing. 
 
  Write to suit purpose and with a growing 
awareness of audience, using some appropriate 
features. 
 
 Organise writing into sections or paragraphs, 
including fiction and non-fiction. 
 
 Appropriately use a range of presentational 
devices, including use of title and subheadings. 
 
 Use dialogue, although balance between 
dialogue and narrative may be uneven 
 
 Describe characters, settings and plot, with 
some interesting details. 
  
 Evaluate own and others’ writing; proof read, edit 
and revise. 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to… 
 
 Write a range of sentence types which are 
grammatically accurate e.g. commands, questions 
and statements.  
 
 Experiment with sentences with more than one 
clause. 
 
 Use a variety of connectives to join words and 
sentences e.g. or, but, if, because, when, although. 
Use time connectives. 
 
  Vary sentence openers, changing the pronoun 
e.g. He / Jim, or with a fronted adverbial e.g. Later 
that day, he… 
 
 Use expanded noun phrases and adverbial 
phrases to expand sentences. 
 
  Use sentence demarcation with accuracy, 
including capital letters, full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks; commas to separate items 
in lists, and for fronted adverbials 
 
 Use inverted commas accurately for direct 
speech 
 
 Identify the correct determiner e.g. a, an, these, 
those 
 
 Usually use the past or present tense, and  
1 st /3 rd person, consistently. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 4 SCIENCE 
 

Animals including Humans Materials Living Things and their Habitats Electricity 
 
   Describe the simple functions of the basic parts 
of the digestive system in humans. 
. 
 
   Identify the different types of teeth in humans 
and their simple functions. 
  
  Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, predators and prey. 
 
 
 

 
 Compare and group materials together, 
according to whether they are solids, liquids or 
gases. 
. 
 
 Observe that some materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled, and measure or research 
the temperature at which this happens in degrees 
Celsius ( ̊ C), 
 
 Identify the part played by evaporation and 
condensation in the water cycle and associate the 
rate of evaporation with temperature. 
 

 
 Recognise that living things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways. 
 
 Explore and use classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a variety of living things in 
their local and wider environment. 
 
 Recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things 
 
   
   

 
 Identify common appliances that run on 
electricity 
 
 Construct a simple series electrical circuit, 
identifying and naming its basic parts, including 
cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers 
 
 Identify whether a lamp will light in a simple 
series circuit, based on whether the lamp is part of 
a complete loop with a battery. 
 
 Recognise that a switch opens and closes a 
circuit and associate this with whether a lamp lights 
in a simple series circuit. 
 
 Recognise some common conductors and 
insulators, and associate metals with being good 
conductors 
 

 

YEAR 4 GEOGRAPHY 

Location Human Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 

 
   Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
 
  Identify the position and significance of Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night) 
 

 
  Describe and understand: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 
    
 
 
 

 
 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey Maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider would 
 
    
 
    
 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 4 HISTORY YEAR 4   RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 4 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
  To know and understand how Britain has influenced the wide world 
to know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 
world: the expansion and dissolution of empires. 
 
 Gain and deploy a historically-grounded understanding of the 
abstract term: empire. 
 
 Understand the historical concept o cause and consequence. 
. 
 Frame historically-valid questions and create own structured 
accounts, including narratives and analyses, 
 
 Understand the methods of historical enquiry including how 
evidence is used. 
 
.Gain historical perspective by placing growing knowledge into 
different contexts, understanding the connections between national 
and international history and between military and social history 
    

 
 Use and interpret information about religions from a range of 
sources. 
 
  Consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, 
understand why they are important in religion and note links between 
them (e.g. a range of live and recorded music from different times and 
cultures) 
. 
 Identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences within 
and between religions. 
 
  Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ 
responses to them. 
 

 
 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in 
combination. 
 
  Play competitive games, modified where appropriate such as: 
badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders and 
tennis. 
 
 Apply basic principles for attacking and defending. 
 
 Develop flexibility, strength, control and balance, for example 
through gymnastics and athletics. 
 
  Perform dances using a range of movement patterns. 
 
  Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both 
individually and within a team. 
 
 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best. 
 
   Compete Survival Level 1 

 

YEAR 4 ART YEAR 4 DESIGN TECHNOLOGY YEAR 4 MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

   Use sketch books to collect, record and evaluate 
ideas. 
 

   Improve mastery of techniques – painting, printing 
and sculpture. 
 

   Learn about great artists, architects and designers. 
 
 

 
   Use research and criteria to develop products which are fit for 
purpose. 
 
   Select from and use a wide range of materials – ingredients. 
 
  Use annotated sketches and prototypes to explain ideas. 
 
  Evaluate existing products and improve own work. 
 
   Understand how key events and individuals have helped shaped 
the world. 
 
 Understand how key events and individuals have helped shaped 
the world. 
 
Use electrical systems in products – series circuits, switches, 
bulbs, buzzers and motors. 
 

  Describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing. 
  Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.  
  Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and  
      simple writing. 
   Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 
   Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others  
       understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words  
       and phrases. 
 
Speaking 
  Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and  
      basic language structures listen attentively to spoken language  
      and show understanding by joining in and responding. 
  Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and  
      rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 
  



 

 
YEAR 4 E-SAFETY 

 
YEAR 4 COMPUTING 

 To understand no to give our personal information to learn that they can go to exciting places online,  
     but they need to follow certain rules to remain safe. 
 To learn to behave responsibly when using the internet. 
 To understand how to stay safe when using social networks 

   Design programs that accomplish specific goals. 
   Design and create programs. 
   Debug programs that accomplish specific goals. 
   Use repetition in programs. 
   Use logical reasoning to detect and correct errors in programs. 
   Control or simulate physical systems. 
    Use logical reasoning to detect and correct errors in programs. 
    Appreciate how search results are selected. 
    Select a variety of software to accomplish given goals 
    Understand how computer networks can provide multiple services, such as the World Wide Web 
    Analyse information. 
    Evaluate information 
    Present data 
   Understand the opportunities computer networks offer for communication 
   Identify a range of ways to report concerns about content  
    

 

 


