
 

End of Year Expectations for Year 3 for New National Curriculum – EXPECTED (At National Standard) 
 

YEAR 3 MATHS NUMBER AND PLACE VALUE 
 

 

Number & Place Value 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Addition and Subtraction 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Multiplication and Division 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Fractions 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

 Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100; 
find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number. 
 Recognise the place value of each digit in a 
three-digit number (hundreds, tens, ones). 
 Compare and order numbers up to 1000. 
 Identify, represent and estimate numbers using 
different representations. 
 Read and write numbers up to 1000 in 
numerals and in words. 
 Solve number problems and practical problems 
involving these ideas. 

 Add and subtract numbers mentally, including: 
a three-digit number and ones, a three-digit 
number and tens, a three-digit number and 
hundreds. 
 Add and subtract numbers with up to three 
digits, using formal written methods of columnar 
addition and subtraction. 
 Estimate the answer to a calculation and use 
inverse operations to check answers. 
 Solve problems, including missing number 
problems, using number facts, place value, and 
more complex addition and subtraction. 

 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for 
the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables. 
 Write and calculate mathematical statements for 
multiplication and division using the multiplication 
tables that they know, including for two-digit 
numbers times one-digit numbers, using mental and 
progressing to formal written methods. 
 Solve problems, including missing number 
problems ,involving multiplication and division, 
including positive integer scaling problems and 
correspondence problems in which n objects are 
connected to m objects 

 Count up and down in tenths; recognise that 
tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 
equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers 
or quantities by 10. 
 Recognise, find and write fractions of a 
discrete set of objects: unit fractions and non-
unit fractions with small denominators. 
 Recognise and use fractions as numbers: 
unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small 
denominators. 
 Recognise and show, using diagrams, 
equivalent fractions with small denominator. 
 Add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator within one whole [for example, 
5/7 + 1/7 = 6/7 ]. 
 Compare and order unit fractions, and 
fractions with the same denominators. 
 Solve problems that involve all of the above. 

YEAR 3 MATHS GEOMETRY & MEASURES 
 
 

Measures 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Geometry – Properties of Shapes 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Geometry – Position and Movement 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

Statistics 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to: 

 Measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass 
(kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml). 
 Measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes. 
 Add and subtract amounts of money to give 
change, using both £ and p in practical contexts. 
 Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using 
Roman numerals from I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks. 
 Estimate and read time with increasing accuracy 
to the nearest minute; record and compare time in terms of seconds, 
minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m./p.m., 
morning, afternoon, noon and midnight. 
 Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days 
in each month, year and leap year. 
 Compare durations of events [for example to calculate the time 
taken by particular events or tasks]. 

 Draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D shapes 
using modelling materials; recognise 3-D 
shapes in different orientations and describe 
them. 
 Recognise angles as a property of shape or 
a description of a turn. 
 Identify right angles, recognise that two right 
angles make a half-turn, three make three 
quarters of a turn and four a complete turn; 
identify whether angles are greater than or less 
than a right angle. 
 Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs 
of perpendicular and parallel lines. 

 Use mathematical vocabulary to 
describe position, direction and movement, 
including movement in a straight line and 
distinguishing between rotation as a 
turn and in terms of right angles for quarter, 
half and three-quarter turns (clockwise and 
anticlockwise). 
 

 Interpret and present data using bar 
charts, pictograms and tables solve one-
step and two-step questions [for example, 
‘How many more?’ and ‘How many 
fewer?’]. 
 Use information presented in scaled bar 

charts and pictograms and tables 
 
 
 



 
YEAR 3 READING 

 

Word Reading Comprehension 
 

 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to... 
 
  Read with fluency a range of age-appropriate text types from those specified for YRs 3 and 4 (which  
      may include fairy stories, myths and legends, poetry, plays and non-fiction books). 
 
 Read at a speed sufficient for them to focus on understanding. 
 
 Read most common exception words by sight, (including all those in the YR 2 spelling appendix) 
     noting unusual correspondence between spelling and sound. 
 
  Know the full range of GPCs and use phonic skills consistently and automatically to address  
      unfamiliar or challenging words. 
 
 Determine the meaning of new words by sometimes applying knowledge of root words 
    and their affixes e.g. disagree, misbehave, incorrect. 
 
 Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and perform. Show appropriate intonation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to... 
 
   Fully engage with and enjoy reading a range of texts, making choices and explaining preferences;  
       begin to know preferred authors and text types; talk about books enjoyed both in and out of school. 
 
   Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of fiction (including fairy stories, and  
       perhaps myths and legends over the two YR cycle), poetry (including those read aloud and  
       performed) and plays - sometimes at a level beyond that which they can read independently. 
 
   Listen to and discuss a range of non-fiction and reference or text books, that are structured in  
       different ways; identify their particular characteristics; recognise typical presentational features. 
 
   Identify themes and conventions in a range of books e.g. identify a theme of ‘journeys’ or ‘invasion’;  
       recognise the conventions of a fairy story or play; recognise how a non-fiction book is often  
       organised and presented. 
 
  Recognise some different forms of poetry, such as shape poems, free verse or narrative; explain their  
      differences. 
 
  Draw inferences and justify with evidence e.g. characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives, from their  
      actions or words. 
 
 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
 
 Explain the meaning of words in context; use dictionaries to check meanings. 
 
 Check the text makes sense, reading to the punctuation and usually re-reading or self-checking. 
 
 Explain and discuss their understanding of the text e.g. explain events; describe a character’s actions 
. 
 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts. 
 
 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning e.g. that the use of the word     
     ‘shattered’ indicates that the glass is broken into many pieces. 
 
 Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 
 
 During discussion about texts, ask questions to improve their understanding; take turns and listen to  
     what others have to say. 
 
 



YEAR 3 WRITING 
 

Transcription Composition 
 

Spelling 
 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to… 
 
 Write from memory, simple dictated sentences 
    which include familiar GPCs, common exception 
    words and punctuation. 
 
 Use knowledge of morphology to spell some    
     words with prefixes e.g. dis- mis-, in-, super-,     
     anti-. 
 
 Spell some words with the suffixes: -ation, -ly, - 
     sure, -tion, -sion and -ssion. 
 
 Write words spelt ei, eigh or ey e.g. vein,   
     weight, obey. 
 
  Spell a range of common homophones from  
      the  YR 3-4 spelling appendix e.g. berry, bury;      
     break, brake; here, hear; grown, groan. 
 
 Embed use of apostrophe for a range of 
     contractions and for singular nouns. Introduce  
     plural possession e.g. teachers’ staffroom. 
 
 Spell some words from the YR 3-4 statutory 
     word list. 

Handwriting 
 
Evidence:  
 
Writing is legible. 
 
    Letters are gaining in consistency of size and 
       formation. Capital letters are the correct size 
       relative to lower case. 
 
   Writing is usually spaced sufficiently so that 
       ascenders and descenders do not meet. 
 
   Appropriate letters are joined, according to the 
      school’s handwriting policy. 
 

Composition: structure and purpose 
 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to… 
 
 Compose and rehearse sentences orally. Talk  
     about initial ideas in order to plan and draft  
     before writing. 
 
  Write to suit purpose, and show some features  
     of the genre being taught. 
 
 Create chronological narratives; write in  
     sequence. 
 
 Write simple beginning, middle, ending. 
 
 With scaffold, organise sections broadly, within  
      a theme. 
 
 Use headings and subheadings to aid  
     presentation. 
 
 Describe characters, settings and /or plot in a  
     simple way, with some interesting details. 
 
 Evaluate own and others’ writing, with direction. 
 
 Reread and check own writing; make change 
 

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
 
Sufficient evidence shows the ability to… 
 
  Write a range of sentence types which are  
      usually grammatically accurate e.g.  
      commands, questions and statements. 
 
 Express time, place and cause using  
      conjunctions e.g. when, before, after, while,  
      so, because.  
 
   Use coordinating and simple subordinating  
       conjunctions to join clauses. 
 
   Identify and use a range of prepositions. 
 
  Demarcate sentences with increasing  
     security, including capital letters, full stops,  
     question marks and exclamation marks;  
     commas to separate items in lists. 
 
 Identify direct speech. Begin to use inverted 
     commas for direct speech. 
 
 Consolidate knowledge of word classes: noun, 
    adjective, verb, adverb. 
 
 Use ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to whether the next  
     Word begins with a consonant or vowel. 
 
 Usually use the past or present tense    
     appropriately. 
 
 Sometimes use the present perfect e.g.  
     Mum has gone out to shop. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 3 SCIENCE 
 

Animals including Humans Materials Plants Forces & Light 
 

   Identify that animals, including humans, need  
       the right types and amount of nutrition, and  
       that they cannot make their own food; they get  
       nutrition from what they eat. 
. 
 
   Identify that humans and some animals have  
       skeletons and muscles for support, protection  
       and movement. 
 
  
 

 Compare and group together different kinds of  
    rocks on the basis of their appearance and  
    simple physical properties. 
 

 
 Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed  
     when things that have lived are trapped within  
     rock. 
 
 Recognise that soils are made from  

    rocks and organic matter. 

 Identify and describe the functions of  
     different part of plants; roots, stem,  
     leaves and flowers 
 
 Explore the requirements of plants for life and  
     growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil and  
     room to grow) and how they vary from plant to  
     plant. 
 
  Investigate the ways in which water is  
      transported within plants 
 
  Explore the role of flowers in the life cycle of  
      flowering plants, including pollinations, seed     
     formation and seed dispersal. 
 

Forces: 
 
 Compare how things move on different surfaces  
     notice that some forces need contact between  
     two objects, but magnetic forces and act at a  
     distance. 
 
  Observe how magnets attract or repel each  
      other and attract some materials and not others 
. 
 Compare and group together a variety of  
     everyday materials on the basis of whether they  
     are attracted to a magnet, and identify some  
     magnetic materials  
 
 Describe magnets as having two poles 
. 
  Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel  
      each other, depending on which poles are  
      facing 
 
 
Light 
 
  Recognise that they need light in order to see  
      things and that dark is the absence of light 
 
  Notice that light is reflected from surfaces 
 
  Recognise that light from the sun can be  
      dangerous and that there are ways to protect  
      their eyes 
 
  Recognise that shadows are formed when the  
      light from a light source is blocked by a solid  
      object. 
 
  Find patterns in the way that the sizes of  
      shadows change. 

 
 
 



 

 

YEAR 3 GEOGRAPHY 
 

Location Place and Knowledge Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  
 

   Name and locate counties and cities of the  
      United Kingdom, geographical regions and  
      their identifying human and physical  
      characteristics, key topographical features  
      (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers),  
      and land-use patterns; and understand how  
      some of these aspects have changed over  
      time. 

 Understand geographical similarities and        
     differences through the study of human and  
     physical geography of a region of the United  
     Kingdom, a region in a European country, and  
     a region in North or South America 
 
. 

  Describe and understand key aspects of: 
 

➢ Physical geography, including climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 
 

➢  Human geography, including trade links 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer     
     mapping to locate countries and describe     
     features studied 
   Use simple compass directions (north, south,     
       east and west) and locational and directional  
       language [for example, near and far, left and  
       right], to describe the location of features and  
       routes on a map. 
    Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives  
        to recognise landmarks and basic human  
        and physical features; devise a simple map;  
        and use and construct basic symbols in a  
         key. 
    Use simple fieldwork and observational skills  
        to study the geography of their school and its  
        grounds and the key human and physical  
        features of its surrounding environment 

 

YEAR 3 HISTORY YEAR 3   RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 3 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

  To know and understand the history of these islands (UK) from  
      the earliest times and how people’s lives have shaped this  
     nation. 
 To know and understand significant aspects of the history of the  
     wide world: the nature of ancient civilisations. 
 Gain and deploy a historically-grounded understanding of the  
    abstract term: civilisation. 
 Understand the historical concept of similarity and difference. 
 Frame historically-valid questions and create own structured  
     accounts, including narratives and analyses.  
 Understand the methods of historical enquiry. 
 Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations  
     of the past have been constructed. 
 Gain historical perspective by placing growing knowledge into  
    different contexts, understanding the connections between local,    
    regional, national and international history and short and long-term  
    timescales 
    
 

 Use and interpret information about religions from a range of  
     sources. 
 Investigate and understand the significance of religion in the local,  
     national and global communities. 
 Identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences  
     within and between religions. 
  Begin thinking about the lives of people living in other places and     
      times, and people with different values and customs. 
  Reflect on sources of inspiration in their own and others’ lives. 

  Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in  
      isolation and in combination.  
   Play competitive games, modified where  
      appropriate such as: badminton, basketball, cricket,  
     football, hockey, netball, rounders and tennis. 
   Apply basic principles for attacking and defending   
   Develop flexibility, strength, control and balance, for  
     example through gymnastics and athletics. 
  Perform dances using a range of movement  
      patterns.   
  Compare their performances with previous ones and  
     demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal  
     best. 
  Develop and improve individual stroke technique  
     and distance swimming. 
 
 

 



YEAR 3 ART YEAR 3 DESIGN TECHNOLOGY YEAR 3 MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

   Use sketch books to collect, record and evaluate ideas  
   Improve mastery of techniques – digital media (computing link),  
       textiles and collage. 
   Learn about great artists, architects and designers 
 
 
 

   Use research and criteria to develop products which are fit for  
       purpose.  
   Use annotated sketches and prototypes to explain ideas.  
   Use a wide range of materials – textiles.  
  Evaluate existing products and improve own work. 
   Use mechanical systems in own work – cams, levers and  
       linkages. 
   Understand seasonality, prepare and cook mainly savoury  
       dishes. 
   

  Describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing. 
  Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.  
  Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and  
      simple writing. 
   Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 
   Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others  
       understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words  
       and phrases. 
 
Speaking 
  Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and  
      basic language structures listen attentively to spoken language  
      and show understanding by joining in and responding. 
  Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and  
      rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 
  

 

 
E-SAFETY 

 
COMPUTING 

 To understand no to give our personal information to learn that they can go to exciting places online,  
     but they need to follow certain rules to remain safe. 
 To learn to behave responsibly when using the internet. 

   Write programs that accomplish specific goals  
   Use sequence in programs   
   Work with various forms in input and output. 
   Use search technologies effectively. 
  Use a variety of software to accomplish given goals.  
  Collect information  
  Design and create content  
  Present information  
  Use technology responsibly  
   Identify a range of ways to report concerns about contact 

 


