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Welcome to the Atam Academy, a happy, friendly and spiritual 
environment where children between the ages of 4 and 18 begin 
their exciting journey of discovery. 

It is with great privilege and pleasure 
that through God’s grace, we are able to 
congratulate the community on the news that 
the Department for Education has given us 
the go-ahead to open an all-through Sikh faith 
school in the London Borough of Redbridge.

The Atam Academy is a member of the Khalsa 
Academies Trust which runs three schools 
in England. The other schools in the group 
include the Khalsa Secondary Academy in 
Stoke Poges which opened in September 
2013 and The British Sikh School,  a Secondary 
Academy in Wolverhampton which opened in 
September 2015.

Our commitment to educate all our students 
to become everything that they can be and are 
meant to be, and prepare them to play their 
part in all dynamic, multi-faith, multi-ethnic 
and multi-talented society. We encourage our 
pupils to learn through experience and our 
dedicated staff will ensure that children of all 
abilities have equal opportunities to thrive. 

The literal translation of the word ‘Sikh’ is a 
life-long learner and we will inspire a love 
for learning, a spirit of enquiry and improve 
the life chances and opportunities for all our 
students.

This is your school, a place for your child to 
flourish and experience a dynamic curriculum 
providing challenges and excitement.

The Atam Academy will stand for : 

4	Outstanding leadership
4  Outstanding teaching 
4	Safe and happy environment 
4	Every child matters 
4	Holistic education 
4  Parental engagement 
4	Independent learning 
4	Exemplary behaviour
4	Discovery of the inner self 
4	Giving back to society 

An exciting location has been acquired for the 
Atam Academy situated on Little Heath, off 
Barley Lane in Chadwell Heath. Our pupils will 
be fortunate to have a new build school with 
state of the art facilities.

We look forward to welcoming our Primary 
children to the Atam Academy in September 
2016. The Secondary School will  open in 2018. 

Welcome

This school will help alleviate the shortage of school places.”  
Local parent“



We will nurture the potential of all students and provide them with opportunities to 
achieve more than they thought possible. The Sikh faith is emphatic in respecting all 
faiths and does not seek to convert. Our vision for the school is based on the Sikh ethos.

The Atam Academy will be a happy and inclusive school, where 
students of all faiths and of none are respected and supported.  

Our Mission & Vision

Beyond Academic 
Achievement 

Where we will provide 
an exceptional academic 
education and encourage 
a passion for life-long 
learning where students, 
staff and parents will work 
together with honesty, 
integrity and self-
discipline.

Beyond The 
Individual

We will foster all aspects 
of personal development 
and encourage students 
to take a life-long journey 
of self-discovery. The 
principles of Atam will 
support students in 
undertaking this journey 
towards purity of spirit 
by self-reflection and 
meditation.

Beyond 
Selflessness

We will inspire students 
to share their future skills, 
knowledge and income 
with those in need without 
discrimination.

Confident that Atam Academy will contribute to the common 
good in Redbridge”  
Salvation Army - Ilford Branch“



We will provide an inclusive morning assembly period where 
students and teachers will collectively congregate, focusing on 
universal values.

Sikhs have an ethical code of conduct that 
includes a daily routine of meditation, 
music and mind-full action (nitnem). We 
hope to make this code of conduct relevant 
to young British Sikhs by exploring Sikh 
praxis within a British context.
 
Sikh pupils will start the school with a 
short religious prayer in the morning, 
lasting around 20 minutes. A multi-faith 
room(s) will be provided along with a 
staff member for those pupils that wish to 
follow a prayer of their choice. For pupils 
that do not wish to follow a religious 
prayer, a suitable room will be provided 

along with a staff member so that the 
pupil can enjoy a quiet reflective  period 
of time (which could be similar to thought 
of the day) or as agreed with the pupils.
 
A non-religious general assembly will then 
be led by the Principal and will include all 
pupils and staff members. The content will 
be “A thought of the day” linked to news 
and events around the world followed by 
the usual school announcements.

The Atam Academy will follow the Sikh 
institutional ethos of vegetarian food 
(langar) which will promote compassion, 
inclusivity and equality.

Within a Spiritual Environment

The Atam Academy will be an outstanding Sikh school where Sikh 
values permeate daily life and drive aspirations.” “



This is one reason why they will do well 
within the school, whatever their ability.

Pastoral care will be organised on a year 
group system building a supportive 
school community allowing their 

academic work as well as personality 
and character to flourish.  We will work 
positively, celebrating what is good, 
encouraging and inspiring so that every 
student can understand and develop 
their potential.  

Students will find themselves in a school where great 
importance is attached to pastoral care. The Atam way will 
be at the heart of our daily life, and will be the foundation for 
nurturing the individual. 

Pastoral care

I would like my child to 
attend Atam to learn 
good values. This will 
lay the foundations 
in her to grow into a 
successful individual 
with high morals, honest 
virtues and enable her 
to contribute back to 
society.” 
Local parent 
 

“



Academic Excellence

In all that we do in school we will aim for quality and excellence.”  “

We will have high expectations of our students. We will expect 
each student to work hard, to play hard, and to take a full part 
in the life of the school. 

 Each student will be challenged to give 
of their best.  We will use the Atam ethos 
of personal care to identify personal, 
social, spiritual and academic targets for 
each student, which will be monitored 
regularly.  We will have excellent facilities 
and a highly committed and professional 
staff dedicated to supporting and guiding 
your child’s development.

We will provide the opportunities for a 
rich educational experience that enables 
everyone to become fully developed 
personally with the confidence and 
capability to make a positive contribution 
to society.



The National Curriculum is taught across 
the school with Panjabi, Sikh studies and 
community work carefully woven into the 
timetable for Sikh pupils.

Alternative and exciting curriculum 
options will be available for those pupils 
who do not wish to partake in Sikh Studies 
or Punjabi language.

A variety of educational visits stimulate 
and consolidate the children’s learning 
contributing to their enjoyment.

We offer a selection of sporting, artistic 
and academic clubs each term. Many of 
these clubs are run on a voluntary basis, 
however more specialist sporting activities 
are run by external organisations.

The school will provide a well balanced curriculum that meets 
the needs and interests of all pupils.

An Outstanding Curriculum 



We believe that education continues beyond the traditional 
school day. 
 
There will be a wide range of activities 
in which students may extend their 
skills and aptitudes or just have fun. Our 
students will have the opportunity to 
partake in debates and drama, be able 

to choose from a range of activities to 
include, traditional sports such as archery, 
martial arts, horse riding, classical music 
and community projects.

Enrichment Curriculum

The development of the whole person is crucial and this will be 
supported through a wide range of extracurricular and enrichment 
activities.”“



We instil positive British and Sikh values 
and excellent behaviour management. 

We will set high expectations for all to 
continue to create the right environment 
for learning.

A strong foundation for good discipline will be built within the 
Atam Academy. 

Good Discipline



We will establish strong bonds between home, school and the 
community; sharing time and skills with the community in 
order both to enhance the experience of students and parents 
and to strengthen the local community.

We want to work in partnership with 
parents to help their child to achieve 
their full potential and make a positive 
contribution. The happiness of your son or 
daughter will be as important as academic 

and personal success. Together we can 
achieve anything.  

Our Governors will be representative of 
the local community and will include 
non–Sikhs.

In Partnership

I have been approached by a substantial number of constituents and 
other members of the local community here in Redbridge who would 
warmly welcome the development of a Sikh free school.”  
Lee Scott, former MP for Ilford North“



The Atam Academy will support a suitable 
local charity or community project, which 
they will continue to support throughout 
their school life. This will allow the pupils 

to develop long term relationships with 
the wider community.

We will be building on the charity support provided through 
the Atam Academy. 

Charitable Giving

A positive experience to the local community in promoting the inclusion of 
all races and cultures.”  Local third sector organisation“
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Member of the Khalsa Academies Trust

Guru Angad Dev Ji, the second Guru stressed mental as well as physical development through 
education, sports and discipline as the important characteristics of a Sikh.

“Through faith and trust, we receive spiritual wisdom and meditation from You.” 
Guru Angad Dev Ji, Ang 150 

“Make feat out of fear, hands ‘out of love and eyes out of education; Nanak Says, in this way, 
O wise woman shall you meet the bridegroom (God).”  

Guru Angad Ji, Ang 139

“The true congregation of the true Guru, is the school for the soul, 
where the glorious virtues of the Lord are studied.”  

Guru Raam Daas, Raag Kaanraa, 1316 

“He Himself is the school, He Himself is the teacher, 
and He Himself brings the students to be taught.”  

Guru Amar Daas Ji, Ang 552 

“Meeting with the Guru, be a sincere student of proper conduct, 
and suffering shall never touch you.”  

Guru Arjan Dev Ji Ang 50
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