
 

Year 7 Music- Key Stage 3 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Half Term 1  
Unit title: Music Skills  
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
   
Key learning:   
Students will learn to read and write 
standard note values.  They will put 
them together to perform rhythms 
both individually and as a group.  
Rhythms will be performed using 
body percussion and djembe drums. 
Learning outcomes: 
Some students will identify 
semibreves, minims, crotchets and 
quavers and copy rhythms. 
Most students will identify note 
values and will read and perform 
different rhythms. 
A few students will identify different 
note values and rests and use the 

Half Term 1  
 Unit title: Music for Film and TV 
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning:   
Students will learn how music has 
been used in different types of films 
and on TV.  They will learn how 
musical devices can be used to affect 
our mood.  They will perform some 
famous film themes on the keyboard 
and create their own musical theme. 
Students will begin to read pitch 
from staff notation. 
Some students will identify how 
different moods are created in music 
for TV and film and perform excerpts 
of film/TV music. 
Most students will recognise how the 
elements of music are used in music 

Half Term 1  
 Unit title: Programme Music 
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 5 lessons 
 
Key learning:   
Students will learn how music is used 
descriptively to tell stories or 
describe pictures.  They will listen to 
and analyse The William Tell 
Overture, In the Hall of the Mountain 
King and the Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy and they will have a go at 
performing them.  They will work in 
groups to compose their own 
descriptive pieces, continue to 
practise staff notation and will be 
introduced to graphic notation. 
Some students will identify some 
descriptive uses of the elements of 



knowledge to notate rhythms within 
a time signature 
 
Assessment: Written assessment to 
test understanding of note writing, 
note lengths, aural recognition.  
 
Key vocabulary:  
Semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver, 
rest, beat, rhythm, bar, djembe, call 
and response, time signature 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music  
 

for TV and film and will perform and 
compose music to suit different 
moods. 
A few students will perform and 
compose music with different moods 
and will describe music using the 
appropriate elements of music. 
 
Assessment:  
Practical assessment with oral 
explanation. Students are to 
compose a theme to depict a chosen 
mood  
Key vocabulary:  
Dynamics, tempo, timbre, duration, 
pitch, staff notation 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music 

music and create their own 
descriptive music. 
Most students will recognise how the 
elements of music can be used 
together to compose descriptive 
music and combine sounds with 
narrative. 
A few students will confidently 
perform descriptive music and work 
in a group to create descriptive music 
with several layers 
 
Assessment: 
Written assessment to check aural 
recognition of musical elements. 
 
Key vocabulary:  
Duration, structure, texture, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, pitch, 
graphic score. 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize 
KS3 Music  

Half Term 2  Half Term 2  Half Term 2  
 Unit title: Popular Music 



Unit title: Instruments of the 
Orchestra 
   
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 8 lessons 
 
Key learning:  
Students will learn about the 
individual instruments of the 
orchestra within each of the four 
families: strings, woodwind, brass 
and percussion. In addition to this 
they will explore different timbres on 
the keyboard whilst learning some 
basic keyboard technique. 
 
Some students will identify 
orchestral instrument visually and 
understand that orchestral 
instruments can be put into families. 
They will be able to play a short scale 
using the fingers of one hand on the 
keyboard. 
Most students will be able to identify 
a wide range of orchestral 
instruments and they will aurally 

Unit title: The Classical Era: 
Beethoven 
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning: 
Students will listen to the music of 
Beethoven and discuss how the 
different elements of music are used. 
They will learn how Beethoven 
influenced the history of music and 
how instruments have evolved 
through time.  They will continue to 
develop their understanding of staff 
notation. 
Some students will recognise some 
music by Beethoven, describe the 
moods created and perform some of 
the pieces. 
Most students will recognise how the 
elements of music are used in 
Beethoven’s music and will perform 
music in the style of Beethoven. 
A few students will identify pieces by 
Beethoven and will perform his 

  

Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning: 
Students will get the opportunity to 
perform some popular music pieces 
on the keyboard and ukulele. They 
will revise the different notation that 
they have learnt so far and play and 
accompany songs on the ukulele and 
keyboard. 
Some students will recognise the 
verse and chorus in a popular song.  
They will be able to provide an 
accompaniment to a song. 
Most students will be able to 
recognise the structure of a pop song 
and accompany a song in a number 
of different ways 
A few students will perform pop 
songs and make up their own songs 
as part of a group. 
 
Assessment: 



recognise different orchestral 
families. They will be able to play a 
short scale on the keyboard with a 
developing technique 
A few students will identify the 
different timbres of orchestral 
instruments, will recognise the 
orchestral layout and they will be 
able to play the keyboard with 
increasing technique. 
 
Assessment: Written assessment to 
test aural and visual recognition of 
orchestral instruments.  
 
Key vocabulary:  
Strings, Woodwind, Brass, 
Percussion, Instruments of the 
Orchestra, Timbre 
 

Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music 

themes in different styles. They will 
describe Beethoven’s music using the 
appropriate elements of music. 
 
Assessment: Written assessment to 
test aural recognition of musical 
devices. 
 
Key vocabulary:  
Dynamics, tempo, timbre, duration, 
pitch 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music  

A practical assessment will test 
students instrumental progress.  
A written assessment will check 
students’ progress with staff 
notation. 
 
Key vocabulary:  
Structure, Verse, Chorus, Bridge, 
Chords 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music  

 

 



 

 

 

Year 8 Music- Key Stage 3 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Half Term 1  
Unit title:  Folk Music  
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning:  
Students will learn about the origins 
and history of folk music.  They will 
recognise some traditional folk 
instruments, learn about drones and 
chords and perform folk melodies 
and accompaniments 
Some students will recognise folk 
music as being different from other 
styles of music.  They will be able to 
play some accompaniment patterns 
and perform a part in a folk song. 

Half Term 1  
Unit title: Reggae 
  
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning:   
Students will learn about the origins 
and history of reggae.  They will 
recognise the key features and 
perform reggae melodies, bass lines 
and accompaniments 
Some students will recognise reggae 
as being different from other styles 
of music.  They will be able to play 
some accompaniment patterns and 
perform a part in a reggae song. 
Most students will identify features 
used in reggae and will recognise 

Half Term 1  
Unit title:  Hooks and Riffs 
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 5 lessons 
 
Key learning:   
Students will understand how a great 
deal of different types of music is 
based on repeated musical patterns. 
They will understand and distinguish 
between Hooks, Riffs and Ostinatos. 
They will perform, create and listen 
to and appraise a range of music 
from different times and places 
based on repeated musical patterns.  
Some students will recognise 
repeated patterns.  They will be able 



Most students will identify features 
and instruments used in folk music.  
They will have an understanding of 
how to play drones and chords.  
A few students will perform both folk 
melodies and accompaniments with 
confidence and will recognise the 
timbres of traditional folk 
instruments. 
Assessment: 
Listening test to check aural 
recognition of folk instruments and 
features 
Written test to check understanding 
of chords and instruments and other 
aspects of folk music. 
Key vocabulary:  
Verse, chorus, penny whistle, 
Northumbrian pipes, concertina, 
accordion, mandolin, banjo, fiddle. 
Shanty, accompaniment, chord, 
drone 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music  

some well-known reggae songs and 
artists.  They will understand the 
function of a melody, bass line and 
accompaniment and will be able to 
perform at least one of them. 
A few students will perform different 
parts of reggae songs with 
confidence and will be able to create 
their own music in that style. 
Assessment: 
Listening test to check aural 
recognition of reggae features 
Written test to check understanding 
of chords and melody. 
Key vocabulary:  
Verse, chorus, guitar, keyboard, 
accompaniment, chord, bubble 
rhythm, offbeat, call and response 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music  

to play repeated patterns and 
recognise how they are used to build 
the structure of a piece. 
Most students will identify repeated 
patterns as an ostinato or riffs and 
they will be able to perform some 
well-known examples.  They will 
make up their own repeated 
patterns. 
A few students will perform more 
complex riffs and ostinato and will 
understand that they can be used in 
different parts of the texture and will 
use them to structure a piece. 
Assessment: 
Practical assessment to test 
instrumental skills 
Written test to check recognition of 
repeated patterns 
Key vocabulary: 
Hook, Riff, Staff notation, repetition, 
Ostinato, loop, texture 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize 
KS3 Music  



Half Term 2  
 Unit title: Pentatonic Melodies 
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 8 lessons 
 
Key learning:   
Students will learn to play a piece 
using the open strings on the ukulele.  
They will read grid notation and 
ukulele tab.  They will have a go at 
playing a pentatonic piece on the 
ukulele and will learn to recognise 
pentatonic music from notation.  
They will compose pentatonic pieces 
in a group. 
Some students will be able to 
perform a part in a group ukulele 
pentatonic piece.  They will compose 
a pentatonic piece in a group using 
ukulele or keyboard. 
Most students will be able to 
perform a pentatonic melody on the 
ukulele.  They will be able to perform 
from at least one type of notation 
and will be able to compose a 

Half Term 2  
 Unit title:  The Blues  
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning:  
Students will learn about Blues music 
and its development in the United 
States of America during slavery 
times. Students will get the 
opportunity to perform the chord 
sequence, perform blues melodies 
and improvise fills. 
Some students will be able to 
perform a part in a group blues 
piece.  They will improvise a fill in a 
group on the keyboard. 
Most students will be able to 
perform a blues melody on the 
keyboard and the chord sequence on 
keyboard or ukulele.  They will be 
able to improvise a fill on the 
keyboard using appropriate notes. 

Half Term 2  
Unit title: Independent Music 
Project 
 
Learning weeks:  
This unit contains 6 lessons 
 
Key learning: 
Students will have the opportunity to 
make a music project which could 
involve learning to play a piece of 
music, free composition, research or 
a mixture of these.  They should aim 
to showcase the skills that they have 
learnt in KS3 and will need to plan 
their project and present or perform 
the end result and evaluate their 
own and others’ work. 
Some students will be able to 
research an aspect of music that is of 
particular interest and give a 
presentation.   
Most students will create a project to 
show the skills that they have learnt 
during KS3 music and perform and/or 
present to the others  



melody and accompaniment in a 
group. 
A few students will be able to 
confidently perform a pentatonic 
melody on the ukulele from a variety 
of notations.  They will compose a 
well-structured piece with a melody 
and accompaniment   
Assessment: 
Practical assessment to test 
understanding of pentatonic scales 
and instrumental skills. 
 
Key vocabulary:  
Staff notation, Ukulele TAB, Grid 
notation, Pentatonic scale 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music 

A few students will be able to 
confidently perform a part within a 
blues piece.  They will add their own 
rhythms and will compose and 
improvise new melodies  
Assessment: 
Practical assessment to test 
instrumental skills and improvisation. 
Listening and written test to check 
understanding of the genre. 
 
Key vocabulary:    
Blues, Blue Notes, Blues Scale, 12 Bar 
Blues, chords, fills, syncopation, 
improvisation, structure 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music 

A few students will be able to 
showcase the skills and knowledge 
that they have learnt in KS3 and 
evaluate their learning.  They will 
confidently present and/or perform 
to the class.   
Assessment: 
Students will make a 
presentation/performance and will 
evaluate their own and others work. 
 
Key vocabulary:  
Music performance, Composition, 
Music Technology, Presentation 
 
Key websites to support learning: 
YouTube, Wikipedia, BBC Bitesize KS3 
Music  

 


