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Summer is Here!
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Message From Mrs Piesse, Principal

July 2018

Dear Parents and carers,

As another year draws to a close, it is time to reflect on what has been achieved and the 
progress we have made, some of which won’t become clear until August when the GCSE 
results are known. As befits a year of relentless change and uncertainty, even with the 
publication of these results we shall be none the wiser for some time as these results will 
be unlike any others ever seen before. 

The new, tougher curriculum (at both GCSE and A level), plus the introduction of new 
9 – 1 grades in the majority of subjects means that it will be impossible to compare these 
outcomes to any previous years. With some colleagues in education forecasting a 12% 
drop in GCSE outcomes, I am not going to tempt fate by predicting how our students will 
fare; all I can say is that I have absolute faith in the ability and industry of both colleagues 
and students. If there is any justice, our students will do well.

 For some time now, school budgets have increasingly been feeling the squeeze of 
austerity. The recent 1% pay increase awarded to teachers means that effectively for the 
third year running they have had a real-terms pay cut. School budgets have been further 
cut and this has meant that slowly, inexorably, class sizes are increasing and the ability 
of schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum is coming under real pressure. 
We have increased our lettings and are exploring new ways to generate revenue and 
indeed, we are more fortunate than some schools. I have been most encouraged by my 
meetings with groups of parents who have made it clear that they are willing to do what 
they can to support our school, another sign of the strong community that exists around 
Khalsa Secondary Academy. 

This summer we are saying goodbye to Ms Claydon who will be venturing out to Africa 
to do some teaching, Ms Patel who wishes to work closer to home as well as Ms Glover 
who is relocating. We are all grateful for their work and wish them the very best for the 
future.

September sees the arrival of expert, additional staff who will be joining our KSA team. 
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Please see the profiles of these staff who we are lucky to have join us.

Our new additions to the KSA Staffing team include:

Mr Julian Williams: Vice Principal (Director of 6th Form and Historian)
Mr Ray Hague: Assistant Principal (Scientist)
Miss Geeta Bhanot: Head of Science (Chemist and Biologist)
Ms Amrinder Hunjal: Teacher (Chemist and Biologist)
Ms Samantha James:  Teacher (Psychologist / Sociologist) 

Our building works at the school are progressing well and we are finally in a position 
to say that the facilities that we have are excellent. Students are benefiting from 
specialist rooms and over the summer further works will include a brand new, 
purposeful playground, additional classrooms and a fully functioning kitchen. My 
sincere thanks to parents who are contributing to funds which will allow the school to 
purchase resources such as tables and chairs for the canteen and classrooms.

So, the summer break is nearly upon us! I wish you and your family a happy and 
restful time together and if you are waiting for GCSE results on Thursday 23rd August, 
then please do not spend all the build-up worrying about them, just make the most of 
some free time and we will be there to support you and celebrate with you.

Enjoy the rest of this newsletter, which is packed with all the wonderful things that our 
talented staff and students do!

Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Piesse
Principal
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Meteorology Taster Day at the University of Reading
Year 9

Five of our future budding scientists in Year 9 at KSA 
were selected to go on this fascinating trip exploring 
the subject of Meteorology. Students learnt how 
weather is forecasted using complex mathematical 
equations using pressure, temperature and wind 
speed. Well done to Amarita and Chanpreet who 
breezed through this maths task!! Students also 
learnt about how warm and cold fronts develop 
by looking at density, and observed how cyclones 
develop due to the rotation of the earth by observing 
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laboratory simulations from PhD graduates.

Students had the opportunity to observe a helium-
filled weather balloon that was released in order to 
collect data for weather forecasting on a computer, 
which was then analysed by a meteorologist.

The Year 9s were asked to forecast the weather using 
different types of specialist equipment that measures 
humidity, air temperature, wind speed and soil 
temperatures. A specialist meteorologist also helped 
the students to observe different types of clouds that 
could potentially determine the weather forecast! 

Here’s a few photos of them getting stuck in:
Well done to all the Year 9s that took part in this taster 
day – they did a fantastic job participating in the 
tasks that were set and showed great enthusiasm, 
representing KSA in a wonderful way!
I am now very much looking forward to the 
upcoming KS3 Big Bang fair trip in July and the Year 7 
STEM workshop LEGOLAND trip!

Miss Patel (Teacher of Science/Pastoral Lead KS3)
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THE ORACY PROJECT
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As a school we have continued to focus on oracy in lessons in order to improve overall standards of Teaching and 
Learning at KSA. 

MFL, English and Humanities have been working hard to encourage students to develop language, speech and 
confidence in order to improve their overall attainment across the curriculum.

We have been using exciting engaging techniques with students, to build confidence and to allow them to 
progress with this skill. Students have been participating in balloon debates, Taboo, Harkness and mapping 
in a variety of subjects and to cover a wide range of topics they are studying. For example, in Year 9 Religious 
Education, students have produced and delivered “Ted Talks” to the class, focusing on topics like Sikh beliefs on 
Marriage and Sikh beliefs on life after death. 

The opportunity to learn how to successfully advocate and discuss issues, has enlightened our students on the 
importance of language, confidence and talk. 

We look forward to continuing this project in the new school year and seeing continued improvements in our 
pupil’s learning!

Miss Day
Head of Humanities 

Bhagat Singh

“I feel like there is a lot of freedom, in order to allow me to speak and 

present my opinions to the class and peers, has given me confidence and 

pleasure. I hope this continues in a range of different lessons.”
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WHY WE LOVE STUDYING LANGUAGES AT KSA

Studying a foreign language can be hard. However, 
taking a foreign language at GCSE or A Level can 
also be exciting and challenging, and will really help 
your job prospects. 

Here are Mrs Rosato’s and Mrs Bajwa’s top 10 reasons 
why studying a foreign language at school is great:

1. English is not enough. Not everyone speaks English 
in this world.

2. A language will always be useful, no matter what 
you do.

3. In class, you get to study a wide range of topics 
about different people and cultures, not just how to 
speak.
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4. You can read books, watch films and listen to 
songs in their native language - and understand 
them too!

5. Languages mean business - being able to speak a 
language will really make you stand out when you’re 
applying for jobs.
 
6. Speaking more than one language increases your 
brain capacity, keeps your brain healthy in old age 
and helps improves your memory.

7. It is really impressive to be able to speak Spanish, 
Panjabi, French or Chinese. It is a real achievement 
that your friends will envy and employers will love!

8. You can understand and talk to more people 
when you go abroad on holiday or for work.

9. Using a language at work could raise your salary 
by up to 20%!

10. Learning languages really improves your 
communication skills.
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As well as the UKMT maths challenge this year we 
were offered two spaces for the Rickmansworth 
Maths Circle event. The event took place at The 
Royal Masonic School for Girls in Rickmansworth and 
introduced our students to new mathematical ideas 
and concepts, inspiring their mathematical thinking. 
Manpreet Saran and Parvind Dhillon were lucky 
enough to represent our school.  Both Manpreet 
and Parvind did the school very proud and it was 
pleasing to hear how successful the day went.  Well 
done boys.

Well done to all pupils who made a marked 
improvement towards their target grades.
Now that the assessment period is over all pupils need 
to work on areas of development using their question 
level analysis from their end of year exams.  

Please use Mymaths (yr 7 & 8) and Activelearn (yr 
9-11) to reinforce the learning done this year and help 
prepare for the next academic year. 

Have a great summer.
Mrs Bains 

Congratulations to the following pupils on achieving a certificate in this years challenge.

Why not have a go at a question from this year’s Junior Maths Challenge.

JUNIOR MATHS CHALLENGE SUCCESS 2018

MATHS CIRCLE OTHER NEWS

The Junior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust and 
supported by the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries.  It is aimed at those 
in years 7 and 8 and is sat in schools.   In this year’s UKMT Junior Maths 

Challenge pupils at Khalsa achieved 1 gold, 5 silver and 11 bronze certificates.
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Junior Maths Challenge Success 2018 
 
 
The Junior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust and supported by the 
Institute and Faculty of Actuaries.  It is aimed at those in years 7 and 8 and is sat in schools.   
In this year’s UKMT Junior Maths Challenge pupils at Khalsa achieved 1 gold, 5 silver and 11 
bronze certificates.   
 
Congratulations to the following pupils on achieving a certificate in this years challenge. 
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Year 8 Inderpreet  Mann 68             
  Aashna  Bhui 61             
  Balraj Marwaha 59             
  Gavanveer Grewal 56             
  Tanisha Gadher 54             
  Harsimra Singh 53             
  Amar  Kullar 51             
 Kiren Bains 51             
                    
Year 7                   
  Harleen Harra 76             
  Sean Jutla 62             
  Gurkaran Sokhi 61             
  Nihal Bal 61             
  Chaaya  Shah 54             
  Amraj Malhi 51             
  Jaya Sian 50             
  Pawandeep Rai 50             
  Sinovia Singh 49             
           

 
Why not have a go at a question from this year’s Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gill scored a goal half way through the second quarter of a ‘teachers versus pupils’ netball 
match.  At that point, what fraction of the whole match remained to be played? 
  

A ¼  B 3/8  C ½  D 5/8  E ¾  
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Gill scored a goal half way through the second quarter of a ‘teachers versus pupils’ netball match.  

At that point, what fraction of the whole match remained to be played?
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YEAR 7 INDUCTION DAY – THURSDAY 5 JULY

Our new Year 7s really loved coming to visit for their Induction Day in July. We can’t wait to 

welcome them back again in September!

Mr Beeston

Assistant Principal

“I enjoyed when we were making brains in Psychology and when we were discussing stories 

which are related to Shakespeare. The most amazing thing was when I go to play outside on 

the field”

Sahib Singh Virdi, Khalsa Primary School

“Today was an amazing day because I made so many friends and I met some really nice 

teachers. I hope this will be an amazing school for me.”

Gurleen Kaur, Khalsa Primary School

“I have really enjoyed English today because we got to read from Shakespeare and learned 

about our personalities by drawing pigs in Psychology!”

Harleen Thind, Colnbrook Primary School

“I really liked learning about Shakespeare and I was proud I answered a GCSE style question 

about Macbeth. My favourite subject was Science as I loved making the brain hat. It was fun. I 

am really looking forward to going to school in KSA”.

Gurjeevan Jagdev, Trevelyan Middle School, Windsor

“As I entered KSA today, I felt nervous but as we went on, the day quickly became exciting. The 

most lovely thing for me was learning new things, making new friends and creating lots of 

things.”

Gurmehar Kaur

“I have made four new friends today! Also, I liked meeting the different teachers.”

Roop Sohal, Farnham Common Junior School

“KSA is a wonderful school that has taught me a lot already! I have thoroughly enjoyed 

learning about the different political parties with Miss Day. She is a very kind, caring, funny 

and inspirational teacher. Thank you for making this day amazing! my adventure has only just 

begun...”

Anaiya Bhui, Wrasbury Primary School
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CCF 
What is the CCF?

Why join KSA’s SSF?

What is happening at KSA?

What will the first cadets do?

 

The CCF is the Combined Cadets Force. There are 
CCF contingents in over 400 secondary schools all 
over the UK, offering young people a broad range of 
challenging, exciting, adventurous and educational 
activities. Our aim is to enable the development of 
personal responsibility, leadership and self-discipline.

Each CCF is an educational partnership between the 
school and the Ministry of Defence, and a CCF may 
include Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army or Royal Air 
Force sections.

Schools report that their cadet units help their 
students’ confidence, leadership and teamwork 
to come on in leaps and bounds. It also looks 
very impressive when applying to UCAS and for 
employment in the future.

Mr Beeston
Assistant Principal

Over the last few months, Miss Apenis, Mr Mangen, 
Miss Claydon and Miss Rigby have been training 
each week with the cadets so that KSA can launch 
its own CCF at school. They will also be attending a 
training camp in Frimley in August to help with them 
with the successful running of the school’s SSF in the 
new term.

Recently Mr Beeston and Miss Rigby interviewed and 
selected 12 Year 9 pupils to be our very first cadets 
in September. The CCF will be opened up to other 
year groups once the current Year 9s are trained and 
become Senior Cadets.
 
The school has also recently appointed a SSI (School 
Staff Instructor) Mr Miller who has more than twenty 
years military experience to work specifically with our 
pupils and staff in the school’s CCF.

The new year 9 cadets will take part in a range of 
exciting activities at school on Thursday when they 
parade and outside of school, for example area 
camps at frimley and overseas.

As the cadets progress through their time with the 
CCF, they will be encouraged to take responsibility 
for themselves and gradually for others. In the early 
stages, this will involve looking after their uniform and 
kit, and developing self-discipline and organisational 
skills to successfully complete their basic training. As 
they develop their own skills, they may also be given 
the opportunity to take responsibility for a small 
group of cadets as an junior non-commissioned 
officer.  

This year, KSA has run three Friendship Afternoons for our new Year 7s as a new initiative for the school. This was 
a great opportunity parents and students to meet and greet members of the KSA family.

Our first Friendship Afternoon was back in March just after the students were offered their secondary school 
place for September. Prospective Year 7 families and students were able to learn about the transition process 
from primary to secondary school, hear about how well the current Year 7s settled into KSA life, meet key 
members of staff from a range of subject areas and ask any questions. They also took part in a  range of 
challenging GCSE style Maths and English lessons, for example studying an extract from Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 
and worked with the laser cutter in the new Technology workshop.

In May we welcomed our new Year 7s back for a second time to give the students a carousel of creative and 
exciting workshops inspired by the school’s Sikh ethos, and more recently students came in for a third Friendship 
Afternoon to work with the school’s Combined Cadets Force staff on a range of fun outdoor activities on our 
extensive back field.
 
It has been great to get to know our new Year 7s like this over the last few months and to see so many happy 
faces on each occasion as new friendships have developed.  

Thank you to everyone who attended on each occasion. We look forward to seeing you in September!

Mr Beeston
Assistant Principal
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As part of their GCSE Technology coursework 
preparation, Year 10 DT recently enjoyed a 
very successful trip to Linden Lodge school in 
Wandsworth, South West London, to gain research 
for their GCSE product design.

Linden Lodge School is a specialist sensory and 
physical Special Needs school which provides a high 
quality educational experience for visually impaired 
pupils, between the ages of 2 an 19, including those 
who are multi-disabled visually impaired. The school 

STUDENTS VISIT LINDEN LODGE SCHOOL

OFF TO MADRID
45 students will be jetting off to Madrid in July. The 
4 day trip to the capital of Spain will include visits 
to the beautiful royal palace in the heart of the city, 
the world-famous Prado museum, the home of Real 
Madrid FC, and the hustle and bustle of the Rastro 
area markets.

The trip to Spain will give our students an opportunity 
to experience a traditional Spanish tapas meal!

Look out for a full report in our Christmas newsletter!

Mrs Rosato
Head of MFL

also supports pupils with profound and multiple 
learning difficulties. 

The visit to Linden Lodge means our Year 10 students 
now all have a client to work with and a much 
greater understanding of disabled pupils to help with 
their design ideas for their products.

Mr Kilbane
Head of ADT
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SPORT UPDATES

Sports Relief 2018. An amazing effort by both staff and 
students, each completing a one mile run, recording a 
total of over 732,000 steps!

Our 5th place Year 
7 Netball team at 
the Slough Netball 
tournament.

Our Year 7 Football 
team finished 3rd in 
Buckinghamshire!

Our Year 7 and 8 boys 
Cricket team got to 
experience a tournament 
hosted by Eton College.

Our Year 7 girls Rounders 
team finished 4th in 
Slough. 

Our Athletics teams this year have been highly 
successful across all age ranges, outstanding results 
in the Slough competition include: 

Year 7:

Samuellah - 1st in the shot put with a distance of 7.85m 
Jagvinder - 3rd in the discus 18.8m
Mala Bhogal - 1st in the 1000m winning by around 
50m and beating last weeks time by 5 seconds! 

Year 8: 

Manpreet - 2nd in the 100m 

Year 9: 

Harmeet - 1st in Javelin with a throw of 27m 
Rhyone – 3rd in 300m 
Sunmeet – 4th in 200m 
4 x 100m relay - 2nd 
Rhyone - 3rd in shot put 
Pavanpreet - 3rd in high jump - 1.40m 

Year 10: 

Parvind - 1st in Shot put
Devon - 2nd in 100m 
Gurjoth - 3rd in Javelin 
Herman - 3rd in triple jump 
Kaubir - 2nd in 1500m 

Mala, Samuellah, Harmeet, Parvind and Kaubir have 
been selected to represent Slough against the rest 
of Buckinghamshire in their respected events for the 
chance to compete and English Schools.

#Bucksgirlscan – 
our Year 9 and 10 
girls experienced 
a day in sport, 
participating in 5 
different sporting 
activities, they 
were given the 
opportunity to try 
new things such as 
Zumba and Circuit 
Training. Our girls 

were also inspired by Rugby World Cup winning 
Danielle Waterman who was impressed with our girls 
talent, enthusiasm and overall politeness!

Our Year 7 and 
8 girls football 
team came 3rd in 
the Slough School 
Sports Network 
tournament. Only 
conceding one 
goal throughout.

Our Year 9 girls 
netball team at 
Langley Grammar 
netball tournament.
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