
 Year 7 Drama- Key Stage 3 
 

  

Autumn Term  

  

Spring Term  

  

Summer Term   

Half Term 1  
  

Unit title: Mime  
   

Key learning:  
The students will be exploring the dramatic form 
of mime. They will be developing their non-verbal 
communication skills and learning how to 
communicate meaning through gestures, facial 
expressions and body language. They will 
explore the various types of mime (action, 
character and dramatic) as well as the 
appropriate skills and techniques needed to 
create precise, clear and perfectly timed 
performances.  
 
Key vocabulary:  
  Nonverbal communication, facial expressions, 
gestures, body language, levels, tableaus, 
corpsing, space 
 
Practitioners: 
Marcel Marceau- famous French mime artist 
Silent Film Stars of the 1920’s- Harold Lloyd, 
Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton.  
 
Assessment 

 Create a mime in groups of four to five 
from a given stimulus 

Half Term 1  
  

Unit title: Clowning/Slapstick 
   

Key learning:   
The focus for this terms unit is exploring the 
theatrical form of clowning. Students will be 
focusing on further developing realistic 
characters and creating the dramatic 
narrative through improvisation. Students will 
also develop and build preparation 
techniques for movement refocusing on the 
selected drama form mime. Students will 
experiment and create comedy using the 
appropriate skills and techniques developed 
through mime and circus skills, building a 
physical understanding through play and 
theory based research.   
 
Key vocabulary:  
Slapstick, White Face, Augustus, Character, 
Tramp, exaggeration 
 
Practitioners: 
The Three Stooges, Laurel and Hardy, 
Emmet Kelly 
 
Assessments: 

Half Term 1  
  

Unit title:  Greek Tragedy 
 
Key Learning:  
Students will learn about the theatrical 
style of a Greek Tragedy. Students will 
explore its origin, characteristics and 
acting style through a series of 
workshops. Students will develop the 
appropriate skills necessary to move 
and act as ensemble. Students will then 
be required to adapt these techniques, 
using Sophocles' Antigone for their final 
assessment task.  
 
Key vocabulary: 
Dramatic irony, chorus, antagonist, 
protagonist, Mask, ode, parode, 
prologue, Thespian 
 
Text: 
A copy of the play Antigone by 
Sophocles 
 
Assessment: 

 In groups of three to 7 present a 
scene from Sophocles’ Antigone.  



 Written reflection on own performance 
and that of their peers.   

 
Key websites to support learning: 
BBC Bitesize 
Youtube 
 

 Create a clown character and design a 
clown mask/face. 

 Create a 30 second solo mime as your 
clown character- focus on entering the 
space, interacting with the audience 
and then exiting as your character. 

 
Key Websites to Support learning: 
You Tube 
 

 Design a costume for your 
character. 

 
   

Key websites to support learning: 
National Theatre 
You Tube 

Half Term 2  
  

Unit title: Improvisation 
 
Key learning:   
The students will be exploring improvisation. 
They will be learning how to respond, 
spontaneously and in a non-judgmental manner 
to the unfolding situation. Using a variety of 
different scenarios that relate to the theme of 
bullying, students will develop their imagination 
and acting skills to create a dramatic moment. 
They will develop the skills of observation, 
listening, concentration, group cooperation, 
imaginative and quick thinking. 
 

Key vocabulary: 

Accept, Offer, Advance, Extend, Block, Stall, 
Gag, steal  

 

Practitioners: 

Half Term 2  
  

Unit title: Melodrama  
 
Key Learning: 
Students will learn about the 19th century 
theatrical style of melodrama. Students will 
explore its structure, stage business and 
characters through a series of workshops. 
Students will develop the appropriate skills 
necessary to physically adapt these 
techniques into a short play which they will 
present to their peers for their final 
assessment task. Students will watch the 
1968 film Oliver! Practically exploring the key 
themes and characters presented. 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
exaggeration and sensationalism, voice, 
movement, song, stock characters, moral 
polarization 
 

Half Term 2  
  

Unit title: Characterisation (What 
happened to Lulu) 
 
Key learning: 
The students will learn to use a poem 
as a starting point for a piece of drama 
this will help them with their devised 
pieces at GCSE. They will learn to 
create effective still images, split scenes 
and freeze frames. They will learn new 
techniques: role-on-the-wall, thoughts in 
the head and thought tracking; to 
develop the ability to show a character’s 
inner emotions and feelings. They will 
develop these structural skills in order to 
create interesting scenes for an 
audience to watch 

 
Key vocabulary:  



  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Ryan Stiles, Colin Mochrie, Wayne Brady, Brad 
Sherwood, Greg Proops, Chip Esten 
 
Assessment: 

 Quiz on the improvisation process.  

 Create an improvisation in groups of four 
to five exploring one of the types of 
bullying. Improvisations should be 
educational and have a message. 

 Written reflection on own performance 
and that of their peers.   

 
Key websites to support learning: 
 A practical approach to Drama by Louise 
Tourelle and Marygai McNamara, 1998. 
Whose Line is It Anyway- YouTube 
 
 

Text: 
Extracts from the play Oliver! The film and 
play are based on Charles Dickins novel 
Oliver Twist! 
 
Assessment: 

 Research life during the Industrial 
Revolution 

 In groups of four to five write a short 
scene set in the industrial revolution. 
Scenes should include music or a 
song sung by the actors and an aside. 
Scenes should relate to some of the 
key themes explored in Oliver.   

 Written scenes to be present to the 
class for their final assessment. 

 
 Key websites to support learning: 
 Video of the 1968 musical film- Netflix and 
You Tube 

Split scenes, thought tracking, 
emotional and muscular memory, hot 
seating.  
 
Key websites to support learning: 

 Create an original 3-minute piece 
using the techniques we have 
learned and Lulu/Lewis’ story as 
your inspiration. 

 Written reflection on own 
performance and that of their 
peers.   

 
Key Websites: 
Newspaper articles 
Internet 
You Tube 



 Year 8  Drama -Key 
Stage 3 

 

  

Autumn Term  

  

Spring Term  

  

Summer Term   

Half Term 1  
  

Unit title: Physical Theatre  
   

Key learning:  
Students will be focusing on the theatrical 
performance, physical theatre. Students will 
learn how to use their bodies in innovative and 
imaginative ways to tell a story. Students will be 
learning a variety of dance and mime 
techniques from a wide range of practitioners, 
adapting their skills into a coherent 
performance, related to the theme of animals 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Seven levels of tension, Mime, facial 
expression, body language and gestures, 
Movement, Stance 
Proximity, Space 
 
Practitioners: 
Zeal Theatre, Monkey Baa Theatre Company, 
Zen Zen Zo, Pina Baush, Steven Berkoff, 
Jacques Lecoq 
 
Assessment Task: 

Half Term 1  
  

Unit title: Naturalism/realism  
 
Key Learning: 
The focus for this terms unit is 
developing the student's play building 
skills and creating realistic characters. 
Exploring a scripted text, students will 
develop the appropriate voice and 
movement skills for the dramatic form 
of realism. Putting their knowledge of 
these techniques into the play OTMA 
by Kate Moira Ryan and Lord of the 
Flies by Nigel Williams.  Studying the 
methods of famous acting practitioner 
Stanislavski students will perform 
selected scenes and apply their 
understanding to represent these 
characters realistically. Students will 
also learn how to memorise lines, as 
well as the difference between 
naturalistic and realistic theatre. 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Emotional recall, muscular memory, 
the magic if, given circumstances, hot 

Half Term 1  
  

Unit title:  Shakespeare  
 
Key Learning: 
Students will learn about Shakespeare, 
the man and writer by exploring his play 
The Tempest. They will learn about the 
acting styles and characteristics of 
Elizabethan theatre.  They will learn to 
approach Shakespearean language 
with curiosity and determination.   
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Soliloquies, asides, Iambic Pentameter, 
split line, fourth wall 
 
Text: 
William Shakespeare's The Tempest 
 
Assessment Task: 

 In groups students will be 
required to create a performance 
of a scene from Shakespeare's 
The Tempest. 



 Create a movement piece turning an 
animal into human.  

 Written reflection on own performance 
and that of their peers 

 
Key websites to support learning: 
BBC Bitesize 
Youtube 
 

seating, objective, super objective, 
inner monologue, through line 
 
Practitioners: 
Konstantin Stanislavski, Emile Zola 
 
Assessment Task: 

 Create a costume for your 
character 

 In groups of three to four 
present a scene from one of 
the chosen plays using the 
dramatic form of realism.  

 Written reflection on own 
performance and that of their 
peers 

 
Texts/key websites to support 
learning: 
OTMA by Kate Moira Ryan and Lord 
of the Flies by Nigel Williams 
Copies of the plays OTMA by Kate 
Moira Ryan and Lord of the Flies by 
Nigel William 
YouTube 
BBC Bitesize  

 Written reflection on own 
performance and that of their 
peers 

 
Key websites to support learning: 
BBC Bitesize  
Youtube  
National Theatre  



Half Term 2  
  

Unit title: Readers Theatre  
 
Key learning: 
Students will be learning about the theatrical 
form of Reader's theatre.  The students will 
learn to use only vocal expression to help the 
audience understand the story rather than 
visual storytelling such as sets, costumes, 
intricate blocking, and movement. Students will 
participate in a range of workshops and 
activities to help enhance their vocal range and 
quality. Focusing on centring the breath and 
projecting from the diaphragm. The theme for 
this unit will be Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Emphasis, pitch, pauses, pace, inflection, 
projection, articulation, tone, diaphragm, 
centring the breath.  
 
Text: 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child  Play by J. K. 
Rowling, Jack Thorne, and John Tiffany 
  
Assessment Task: 

 In groups of three to seven, present a 
scene from the play Harry Potter and 
The Cursed Child, creating characters’ 

Half Term 2  
  

Unit title: Commedia Dell'Arte 
 
Key Learning: 
Students will be learning about the 
16th century Italian theatrical form, 
Commedia Dell' Arte.   The students 
will learn about its origin, key 
characters and how to move within a 
mask.  The students will be 
developing their physicality and 
improvisation skills. Learning to use 
movement and body language to 
convey a characters emotions and 
intentions, over facial expressions. 
Students will develop an 
understanding of stock characters and 
how they are still represented in the 
world today. 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Battachio, Improvisation, Innamorati 
Intermezzo , Irony, Mask, zanni, 
scenario, stock characters  
 
Text: 
The Venetian Twins 
 
Assessment Task: 

 In pairs create a 1 to 2 minute 
improvisation as a commedia 

Half Term 2  
  

Unit title: Characterisation (Craig and 
Bentley) 
 
Key learning: 
This scheme of work builds skills in 
characterisation, slow motion, 
improvisation and hot seating, through 
exploring the story of a real person's 
life. To understand the emotions 
associated with being falsely accused 
and to create an improvisation 
highlighting this. To also explore the use 
of vocal tone to change meaning of a 
phrase or sentence in a performance.  
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Verbal communication, nonverbal 
communication, objective, the 
fundamental questions.  
 
Text: 
Newspaper article on the Craig and 
Bentley Case  
 
Assessment Task: 

 Research life as a teenager in 
the 1950's.  

 In groups students will be 
required to create an 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

emotion and intentions through variating 
vocals. 

 Written reflection on own performance 
and that of their peers 
 

Key websites to support learning: 
 
 BBC Bitesize 
Youtube 
 

dell arte character based off a 
given Lazzi.  

 Character profile on your 
commedia dell arte character. 

 Written reflection on own 
performance and that of their 
peers 

 
Key Websites to support 
learning/resources: 
Characters masks 
Clips of the Simpsons characters 
Copies of the play the Venetian 
Twins. 

improvisation based on a given 
scenario and theatrical form. 

 Written reflection on own 
performance and that of their 
peers 

   

Key websites to support 
learning/resources: 
50's Music 
Copy of the film Let Him Have IT 
BBC Bitesize 
You Tube 
 


