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Together as one,  
we would like to 
welcome you to  
our school.

A warm welcome to Atam Academy, our Sikh 
school in East London. Our motto is “Together 
As One”, promoting respect, sharing, equality 
and inclusivity. We work as one and we win as 
one, sharing in our success.

Here we promise a safe, happy and caring 
environment where we encourage a love of  
learning and personal development, 
establishing self-discipline and positive 
attitudes. Our vision is to inspire our students, 
to instil both a sense of enjoyment and 
achievement, helping them to fulfil their life 
opportunities and be of service to humanity.

We promise to support, encourage and 
nurture, in our inclusive school that  
welcomes all, championing both success in 
the classroom and the wider world.

Together as one, we will exceed expectations.

Bryony Freeman 
Headteacher
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Our ethos  
and values

Our inclusive Sikh school provides a caring 
environment for all students, inspiring 
their passion for learning, fulfilment of life 
opportunities and service to humanity. 

We welcome and encourage non-Sikhs to 
apply to Atam Academy, as inclusivity is at 
the heart of our school.
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Inspired by the Sikh faith, we have 
drawn influence from the three Sikh 
virtues, Kirat Karna, Naam Japna and 
Vand Chakna. These promote honest 
work and integrity, maintaining God in 
our minds at all times and sharing in  
our success, through our generosity  
and empowering others. 

We believe in providing an exceptional 
academic education, where students, 
staff and parents work together with 
honesty, integrity and self-discipline. 
We promote all aspects of personal 
development, encouraging students  
to take a life-long journey of  
self-discovery. 

Students are supported in sharing 
their skills and knowledge without 
discrimination. Helping one another  
and working collectively is at the core  
of our culture. 

We promise to lead our students in 
these values, providing inspirational 
teaching in a positive learning 
environment. Championing both 
compassion and courage in our 
students, it is our belief that everyone 
is equal, regardless of gender or social 
background. The importance of respect 
and support for one another is essential.

Humanity is at the heart  
of who we are.
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Together as one, 
we will exceed 
expectations.
Kirat Karna — Live a honest, pure 
and dedicated life through hard work.
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We promise to promote a positive learning 
environment where our students can learn 
together, taking the lead in how they are taught 
with teaching tailored to individual learning styles 
and encouraging both academic excellence and a 
deep level of engagement. We champion hard work, 
honesty, integrity and self-discipline at our core, 
ensuring the highest academic standards  
and exceptional teaching at all times.

Our combination of an inspirational education,  
an enriching environment and our exciting  
state-of-the-art technology means that we are 
exercising excellence in all that we do.
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Inspirational teaching
We are dedicated to ensuring our 
students make outstanding progress 
and achieve excellence. Lessons 
are designed to engage and ignite 
the children and are tailored and 
differentiated to meet the needs of 
individual learners.

Exceed 
expectations

Truth is higher than everything; 
but higher still is truthful living.
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Outstanding environment
Our students will have access to a  
state-of-the-art new school building 
that will enhance their learning and 
enrich their experience. Learning 
environments play a huge part in a 
child’s development at school and we 
look forward to welcoming students 
into our impressive new science 
laboratories, food technology  
rooms and more.

Unique and special 
An enriching education is full of 
exciting opportunities. Our curriculum 
is exceptionally varied and filled 
with engaging topics and themes 
to encourage student imaginations 
and ignite curiosity. We deliver the 
Cornerstones Curriculum, encouraging 
children to take the lead when it comes 
to what and how they learn.

Exciting technologies 
Our new school building will have 
the latest state-of-the-art technology 
to support student knowledge and 
develop skills of independent learning, 
using internet based learning resources 
so students can pro-actively explore  
for themselves.

Be kind
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Together as one, 
we will discover 
new paths.
Naam Japna — Mediate and Reflect  
on the Lord to become pure.
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We believe in personal development where  
students embark on a life-long journey of 
self-discovery. Continuously striving to seek 
opportunities that will empower and benefit our 
students, we introduce them to new experiences 
that will open their minds and enrich their learning.

We nurture and encourage both personal and  
team development, so our students can learn to  
be their best and help one another, sharing in 
our team spirit. Introducing them to enriching 
experiences and exciting new opportunities 
enhances both their educational success  
and self-confidence.
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Becoming their best 
We value the personal development of 
all of our students and we understand 
that children learn best when they 
feel valued and cared for. We provide 
outstanding pastoral care and support 
for every single child to help them to 
become their best. 

Reflect
“ Blessed is that mortal being,  
who shares the teachings for  
the good of others.” 

Discover  
new paths
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Awe and wonder 
We encourage our students to 
experience extraordinary moments 
which will live on in their memories 
long after they leave school. Our 
exciting enquiry based curriculum, 
range of educational visits, clubs 
and groups are all designed to create 
enriching and inspirational  
experiences for our students.

Collaborative learning
We nurture a team spirit in our  
children from the moment that they 
join us. Learning through working 
with others is essential for a child’s 
development and well-being. Through 
our weekly celebration assemblies  
we encourage and inspire a sense of 
caring for others.

Unprejudiced learning 
As a faith school we encourage 
tolerance, respect and compassion  
for one another. Our students can 
access our Sikh studies, where they 
will learn about Sikh faith and history. 
Equally, they will explore all major 
world religions and are taught British 
values and what it means to belong to  
a multi-cultural modern Britain.

You shall find peace,  
doing selfless service.
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Together as one, 
we will live life  
in harmony.
Vand Chakna — Share your time, 
skills and wealth with those in need.
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We encourage students to share their skills, 
knowledge and income with those in need,  
without discrimination. We believe in  
collaboration, community and charity, helping  
one another and sharing in our success.

Caring, sharing and charity are at the heart of  
our school, promoting selflessness, teamwork  
and kindness to others. Our nurturing  
environment champions care and respect,  
creating a community of students that support  
and empower one another, working collectively  
and harmoniously as one.
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Our caring community
Caring for others is at the core of our 
values. We positively promote  
self-awareness and respect so that 
children learn to take responsibility for 
their behaviour and to care for others. 
Our ‘Going for Green’ scheme rewards 
positive behaviours, hard work  
and resilience. 

Championing charity
Selflessness is of utmost significance 
to us and we encourage our students 
to support others in need. Seva is a 
part of the Sikh ethos and is something 
that we pride ourselves upon, sharing 
with others. We have raised money for 
Children in Need, local food banks  
and appeals.

Fantastic learning 
foundations 
Whilst we foster the development of 
the whole child, we fundamentally 
aspire to deliver outstanding academic 
success and progress. Our primary 
phase includes a superb Early Years 
foundation that provides children with 
fundamental skills in communication, 
numeracy, mathematics and English. 
We also understand the importance to 
development of social, physical and 
emotional well-being. 

Share the fruits of one’s labour with 
others before considering oneself, 
thus living as an inspiration and a 
support to the entire community.

Live life  
in harmony
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A seamless 
transition 
Students have a seamless educational 
experience with no difficult transitions 
between primary and secondary. 
This continuity has a proven benefit 
as children feel secure and cared for 
by teachers who they already have a 
relationship with. Our secondary phase 
which opens in September 2019 will 
provide an outstanding curriculum that 
builds upon our excellent foundations.

Share
“ Let the first be truthfulness,  
the second honest living and the 
third charity in the name of God.”
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Further 
information
Admissions
Parents wishing to admit their child to Atam Academy are 
advised to follow the admission procedure as set out by 
your local authority. As a Sikh faith school, Sikh parents are 
required to complete the supplementary information form. 

We advise prospective parents to visit the school and  
attend our open events prior to completing the  
admissions process.

Starting school
To help students feel confident about starting at Atam 
Academy, they will be invited to induction events before 
they start where they will be given the opportunity to 
explore the school and how we do things. We will also 
undertake home visits as part of this process. Lots of 
support is available to students from the outset to help 
them to settle in quickly. 

School timetable and curriculum offer
Our curriculum is based around the Cornerstones 
Curriculum, a nationally recognised approach to deliver 
outstanding learning opportunities for children. This 
provides a creative and thematic approach to learning  
that we deliver through Imaginative Learning Projects,  
we believe this helps our students to learn better and 
engage on a deeper level.

There is a rigorous essential skills framework, and these 
essential skills are attached to activities and are age related, 
so that staff can track children’s progress and identify their 
individual learning needs.

Atam Academy will offer an enhanced academic National 
Curriculum where all students will be expected to aspire 
to at least the English Baccalaureate and the majority will 
achieve far more. All students will have the opportunity  
to study inspiring Music and PE courses, in the  
enrichment curriculum.

Home learning and family learning 
Homework is an important part of learning at Atam Academy 
and an essential part of a good education. Students will be 
given a homework timetable, with work to do every day. 
There will be a range of homework tasks to complete to 
extend their thinking, encouraging regular study habits, 
perseverance and self-discipline for lifelong learning.

Enrichment
We believe that education continues beyond the traditional 
school day. We are dedicated to introducing our students to 
new activities and experiences through an additional hour 
each day allocated to enrichment. Students will have the 
opportunity to partake in debates and drama and choose 
from a range of activities including traditional sports such  
as archery, martial arts, Sikh classical music and  
community projects.

SEND and learning support 
We have a strong team of staff (teachers and assistants) to 
make sure that we address special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND) and that everyone has the help, support 
and encouragement they require to do their very best and 
be successful. 

Teachers ensure that teaching is differentiated so that all 
children can access learning. They also provide support and 
adapt resources to meet the children’s needs and learning 
styles. We often have learning support assistants working 
with the students one-to-one or in small groups. All of our 
teachers are trained on the 2014 Code of Practice and we 
are currently in the process of achieving the National  
Award for Special Needs Coordination.

Vegetarian ethos
The school promotes wholesome, freshly prepared and 
healthy vegetarian food for its students that can be eaten 
by everyone. Research has shown clearly that there is a 
link between nutrition and academic performance and that 
the best schools worry about what’s going on in children’s 
bodies as well as their minds to encourage a  
healthy lifestyle.

Darbar Sahib
The school will have a Darbar Sahib with the peaceful 
presence and guidance of Guru Granth Sahib Ji. There will be 
daily assemblies based on the Sikh faith but inclusive for all.

Uniform
We are very proud of our smart uniform. Detailed 
information can be found on our school website.

School day timings and term dates 
Please see our website for further details.
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Atam Academy
Atam Academy is an inclusive Sikh school that welcomes 

all students regardless of background or ability – 

where they will thrive within a safe, happy and caring 

environment, and contribute to the well-being and 

success of all society.

Khalsa Academies Trust
Atam Academy is a proud member of the Khalsa 

Academies Trust – a Multi Academy Trust that helps 

support local communities to establish and run  

Sikh Schools.

The Trust provides support in many ways but foremost 

for education, so it is right that at the heart of what 

they do is to focus on school improvement, staff 

development, and enabling our young people to excel. 

They support schools in meeting the challenges of rising 

expectations through mutually supportive intervention 

and training. 

Secondly, the Trust takes responsibility for financial 

and resource management that delivers efficiency, 

effectiveness and economies of scale, so that schools 

can concentrate on what matters: the education of 

young people. 

And thirdly, because all their schools are based on the 

Sikh ethos, we support schools in the nurturing of the 

distinctive ethos enshrined in the principle of equality, 

well being and success for all ‘Sarbat da bhala’.

Atam Academy 

Little Heath, off Barley Lane, Romford  RM6 4XT

T. 020 8252 9831    |    E. info@atamacademy.com 

www.atamacademy.com

Khalsa Academies Trust 

Pioneer House, Hollybush Hill, Stoke Poges, 

Buckinghamshire  SL2 4QP

T. 01753 330 732    |    E. info@khalsaacademiestrust.com 

www.khalsaacademiestrust.comDesign — Sames + Littlejohns
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