
Drama Year 8 Long Term Plan 

Weeks Term Topic Knowledge 

 

 

Skills 

Complex activity: 

 

Writing genre: 

 

1-8 Autumn 

T1 
Melodrama 

In this unit, we will be 

looking at what 

melodrama is and the 

importance of it as an 

acting style. 

 Conventions of melodrama 

 Stock characters 

 Links between melodrama and 

contemporary drama 

 Vocal and physical skills 

 Performance skills appropriate to the style of 

melodrama 

 The Aside. 

 

9-15 Autumn 

T2 
Commedia dell’ 

Arte 
In this unit, students 

will be introduced to 

Commedia dell’ Arte 

as a historical form of 

presentational drama. 

They will develop 

knowledge and skills 

of drama language, 

movement and voice. 

 The rules of improvisation 

 Slapstick comedy 

 Archetypes (link to stock types) 

 How to play each role 

 Practical staging (proxemics, 

levels, positions) 

 Central focus 

 Character status 

 Improvisation 

 Slapstick comedy skills 

 Pose, gesture, facial expression 

 Exaggerated movement 

 Clear vocal skills 

 



  Reteach Week Students to revisit the 

conventions of melodrama, 

taught at the start of term to 

prepare for a knowledge 

assessment on this. 

 

  ASSESSMENT Knowledge test on conventions 

of melodrama. 

Performance piece linked to 

slapstick comedy. 

 

16-20 Spring T1 Titanic 
In this unit, we will be 

looking closely at the 

history behind the 

Titanic and the 

horrors behind the 

tragedy of it, through 

characterisation and 

context learnt. 

 Motivation of the role 

 Historical context 

 Emotional engagement 

 Characterisation 

 Whole class improvisation 

 Facial expressions, body language, and 

gestures. 



21-26 Spring T2 WW2 
In this unit we will be 

looking closely at 

empathising with the 

experience and 

feelings of evacuees. 

 Contextual knowledge 

 Staging a monologue 

 Characterisation 

 Performance Qualité 

 

 Monologue 

 Script writing 

 Written and verbal evaluation 

 Role-play 

  Reteach Week Students will revisit context 

learnt in both units studied and 

consider empathy in both 

situations they have learnt 

about. 

 

  ASSESSMENT  

Students will write a monologue from 

the perspective of either someone who 

survived the tragedy of the Titanic or 

an evacuee from WW2and perform in 

front of the class. They will be given a 

grade based on their writing and 

performance. 

 

 

 



27-32 Summer 

T1 
Playwriting 

In this unit we will be 

looking at the 

conventions of play-

writing and effect of 

techniques used. 

 Script writing 

 Structural techniques 

 Format / features 

 Characterisation 

 

 Dialogue 

 Monologue 

 Stage directions 

 Director’s notes 

 

33-40 Summer 

T2 
Physical Theatre 
In this unit, we will be 

looking at the 

emphasis on 

movement rather 

than dialogue within 

drama, with 

expressions of ideas 

choreographed 

through movement, 

and very little or no 

dialogue at all. 

 

 Actor as tool – knowledge of 

how the body is used as the 

primary tool for performance. 

 Actor audience relationship 

 Movement 

 Unison / synchronised 

 

 

  END-OF-YEAR EXAM Script-writing task based 

around one of the themes 

looked at across the academic 

year. 

 

 



 

 


