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Message From Mrs Piesse, Principal
Dear Parent or Carer,
There is a decidedly upbeat mood about school in these last few days before Christmas. Today our site is full
of staff and students wearing Christmas jumpers as part of our charity fund raising and it does lend a certain
good cheer to proceedings. Those students who have been given the student of the term Award are out on a
rewards trip. Students are collecting for the homeless and are supporting one another in their learning. Last week
saw our successful appointments of Head boy and Head girl. It is always humbling to witness and to recognise
the sheer hard work and application of our students, not to mention the dedication to win the coveted title!
Please ensure that if your child is in an examination class, be it Year 9,10,11 or 12, they are spending time during the winter
break working. For Year 11 and 12 where this year they have terminal examinations, every minute counts and the more the
students put in now, the better their chances of success. Parents, carers, please ensure that your child is spending some
time everyday on their subjects- all subjects matter; so regular, routine revision is far more effective then last minute
cramming in May. Teachers work exceptionally hard for and with their students, going the extra mile and we expect
our students do their bit and complete all tasks set for them. Please monitor that this is being completed by them.
I cannot be quite so positive about the weather. I should imagine that every Headteacher dreads a heavy snowfall
as one is instantly confronted by a range of competing pressures; the health and safety of students against the
continued learning of students and public perceptions of a school that closes at the first flurry of snow plus, of
course, the fact that many staff who live a long way from school, may simply be unable to get into work. The
winter is set to be a cold one and decisions made will be in the best interests of our students first and foremost.
A white Christmas could be beautiful, though I fully understand that it is not everyone’s ideal, but whatever you do this Winter
holiday and wherever you are, I wish you a very happy holiday and a very successful 2019. I look forward to welcoming our
students on Monday 7th January, with pristine uniform and all their resources, ready to learn.
I hope you enjoy reading about the exciting events that have happened at school this half term.
Happy holidays!
Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Piesse
Principal
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Sixth Form News
The first term for our new Sixth Form has been full of excitement and activity. Students have settled well into their studies and
are beginning to explore the many varied opportunities open to them.
The new academic year began with two days of induction and team building competitions. Students were encouraged to
think creatively and work collaboratively. The induction culminated with a fun packed day out to Go Ape in Black Park.
As the year progressed students have applied themselves to their studies and started to really delve deeply into their chosen
subjects and possible career paths. To support this exploration, we attended two very informative careers and university
days at ‘What Careers’ and ‘What Uni Live’ and an insight day at Brunel University. These were incredibly informative and
opened students’ eyes to the possibilities open to them.
After half term our students really came into their own with a number of them picking up additional MOOC’s (Massive Open
Online Courses), signing up to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, attending open days and public lectures as well as leading
sporting events at our local primary schools.
Four students worth a special mention are:

•

Amritpal Maan who has just completed his level two FA coaching qualification

•

Jeneev Kandola who has achieved a place on the prestigious ‘Reading Scholars’ programme at Reading University

•

Navdeep Kaur and Monisha Basra who have both secured long term volunteering placements at Wexham Park
hospital in preparation for their medical school applications next October.

All of our students have thoroughly embraced post 16 life and are beginning to forge their own paths into the future. What
has struck staff the most is the students’ maturity and engagement in the life of the school. Our sixth form students are now
an integral part of our growing community.
As I write this, some of our more politically minded students are in the midst of a two-week Head Boy and Girl election campaign.
A short walk down the corridors would leave you in no doubt about the excitement this is creating.
Whilst we are yet to be subject to any false news about our candidates and Brexit features less highly than cake sales and
sponge the teacher, competition is really heating up! By the time of our next newsletter we will be able to reveal the names of
our first ever Head Boy and Girl and celebrate even more of our students’ successes with you.

Mr J Williams
Vice Principal/Head of Sixth Form
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Celebrating Parkash of Guru Nanak Sahib Ji (549
Nanaksahi)
This term, KSA celebrated the birth of Guru Nanak Sahib Ji, the first Guru of the Sikh faith. The whole day was a drop-down
day with many exciting activities for all to join and celebrate. The morning began with an all school assemble in the new
refurbished Gurdwara. Students from Year 7 to Year 11 preformed Kirtan (Hymns from the Guru Granth Sahib Ji), read a
narration on the life and message of the Guru and ended the assembly with a Hukamnama.
The rest of the day was packed with fun learning activities such as cooking parshad, first aid, arts and crafts, meditation,
comedy, talks on homelessness and Seva (NSWAT) and lectures on oneness and mindfulness. All the sessions were very well
received by the students as they got to learn about this important day in Sikhism and take part in a wide variety of different
events. To celebrate the occasion, Khalsa canteen staff laid a beautiful spread of food and served it to all free of charge.
Some of the Year 10 students put money together and bought two big cakes to further celebrate this occasion. It truly showed
the compassionate and caring nature of all to do selfless seva.

Ultimately, the message of Guru Nanak Sahib Ji is one of ethical honest work, sharing and caring and spreading
positive vibration to connect with oneself by doing simran (meditation).
These simple steps can help us all, irrespective of background and belief. From this we can all build a stronger self-identity,
with a passion to do the right thing at times. Let’s all take these simple principles and transform our lives to be more loving
and fulfilling!
Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh!
Mr M Singh
Sikh Chaplain
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CCF Editorial
The KSA’s new CCF unit is off the ground and running!
Over the Summer Holidays three members of the Academy’s teaching staff underwent Basic Training at the Cadet Training
Centre in Frimley; 2nd Lt John MANGAN who is the Platoon Commander, 2nd Lt Charlotte RIGBY is the 2i/c and Sgt Tamara
EPENIS. Sgt Samantha JONES is booked for February. WO2 Seb MILLER is the unit’s School Staff Instructor and brings 18 years
of cadet experience with him.
We’ve currently got 14 cadets undergoing their Basic Training and are being kitted up with uniform and equipment. Once
they’ve passed this the 11 Brigade CCF Training Team want to organise a weekend exercise at Bramley Training Area to begin
their training in field craft and communications. From there they’ll be able to undertake qualification on the ‘cadet rifle’ and
shoot.
Activities available to CCF cadets include leadership training, navigation & orienteering, first aid & survival skills, canoeing
& kayaking, low & high ropes, climbing & abseiling, mountain biking & skiing as well as visits to museums, memorials and
serving Regiments or Corps.
The idea is to compliment the Academy’s high standards of education & pastoral care by bringing in structured military,
leadership and adventurous training to give students well-rounded experiences that will boost their likelihood of university
places or for when they enter the job market. But mostly it’s about having a really good time and getting more out of life.
WO2 Sebastian JF Miller
( School Staff Instructor )
Khalsa Secondary Academy
Combined Cadet Force (Army)
W - 01753 662 009 Extn 222
M - 07881 913 927

Drama
A selected group of students are off to see the award winning production, “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-time” at London’s Piccadilly Theatre, on Thursday the 7th of March 2019.
“The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time” is a fantastic play adapted from the award winning novel by Mark Haddon.
This murder mystery follows Christopher, a teenager suffering with Asperger’s, who decides to investigate the death of his
neighbour’s dog. Christopher is a unique character with the inability to tell lies, his dislike of strangers, certain colours and
being touched. Christopher’s investigation takes him on an elaborate journey, far more complicated then what he predicted.
Following an acclaimed UK and International tour, this extraordinary play is returning to the West End for a strictly limited
season. Brought to us by the National Theatre, it is also the winner of 7 Olivier Awards and 5 Tony Awards, including ‘Best
Play’. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Time, with its incredible stage design, powerful ensemble and use of physical
theatre, is a must see production that the students will thoroughly enjoy.
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Physical Education and Sports News
Our school motto ‘AS ONE’ captures our philosophy as we hope to fulfil each child’s potential.
Our aim is to provide and sustain an exciting curriculum that will nurture a life-long love of
learning and physical activity through sport.
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Our Year 10 Netball team. Losing in the semi final 			
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Year 10 team away at Westgate this afternoon.
Active Slough visiting ks3 this morning encouraging physical
activity.
Gavin, formally from Slough Town football club, with Gulzaar in
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Year 9 and 10 were both winners vs Burnham Park Academy!
12-1 for Year 10 and 9-1 for Year 9. Well done girls!
Year 9 Netball girls still unbeaten! All smiles heading into
Christmas!
Year 10 Netball team are all smiles heading into Christmas with a
record of 10 Wins and 2 losses.
Year 8 Netball girls still unbeaten! All smiles heading into
Christmas!
Year 7 Netball girls still unbeaten! All smiles heading into
Christmas! Everyone loves a medal!

A huge well done to our Year 9 team winning 12-2 against Eden
Girls! Player of the match goes to Gia Saroch.

Well done to our girls’ football team who finished 3rd in the cup
competition tonight! Player of the match goes to Manpreet.

Ready for Interform!
Well done to our Year 7s in the debut match vs Upton Court
Grammar, winning 24-0!
Player of the match goes to Gina for excellent shooting!

Welcoming our latest additions to the sports leadership team.
Our Young Ambassador team leading the way for Physical
Education & Sports at KSA.

Well done to our Year 8 team in their third match of the week
winning 8-3! Player of the match going to Dashnoor!

A big thank you to every student, parent and carer that
has supported events, fixtures and fundraising for the PE
department this term.

Year 7s make it 4 wins from 4 beating Grove Park Academy
10-5! Player of the match goes to Rhea for some excellent
interceptions at GK!

The PE department are truly humbled and inspired by your
dedication and commitment.
Keep up the outstanding work!

Badminton Slough Finals.
Everyone loves a medal!
Our Year 7 and 8 victorious football team! Beating Eden 4-3!

Thank you,
The PE Department
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UPDATE ON STEAM
On Friday 9th November KSA had its 1st STEAM Event of the year delivered by Jenny Hatcher
from the Smallpeice Trust to our Y7 students.
STEAM (previously known as STEM) is an educational approach to learning that uses Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and
Mathematics as access points for guiding student inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking.
Science and Technology have become a major part of society and our individual lives. It has changed the way we live and has opened
up new possibilities for the future of our species that previously seemed impossible. Subjects such as Engineering, and Mathematics have
also become extremely important for private companies who are developing roles to complete certain jobs, many of which do not even
exist yet.
Our Y7 students spent an exciting half day engaged in the Airboat challenge where the need for an efficient airboat was established and
then designed. Costs were considered for raw materials which were then purchased before students manufactured the airboats, using a
wide range of materials and equipment, including hot wire cutters and heated glue guns. The airboats were then tested in a water tank.
As students worked in groups of between 5-6 students it also provided the opportunity for leadership development, teamwork and the
distribution and delegation of roles.
The first event was a great success and we look forward to many more such events during the course of the year and in the years to come.
It should also be noted that we currently have 12 Y9 students attending the Royal Institution Engineering master-classes at Brunel University
on Saturdays for a 6- week project. The Engineering Masterclass series will showcase engineering disciplines including mechanical,
aerospace, civil, environmental, and electronic & computing engineering. This represents an exceptional opportunity for our young
people, informing their future career choices by specialist skills development.

Mr R Hague
Assistant Principal
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KSA – Events Schedule 2018 to 2019 supporting 				
information
Brunel University – Year 12 Khalsa Secondary Academy visit Students from KSA were able to
explore the University and discover the subject areas with academic and current student.

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/study/open-days
Visit the new campus, meet lecturers and current students, and have a look around their on-campus accommodation.
See the campus for yourself and get hands on with chosen subjects, see their first-class facilities and accommodation and
ask about the range of fairs throughout the year.

What Next - What Career Life? And What University Life?
Offers two action packed days of inspiration on Friday 12th October 2018 from 9.30am to 3.00pm
or Saturday 13th October 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Olympia London, Hammersmith Road London W14 8UX

https://www.whatcareerlive.co.uk/london
What Career Live? And What University Live, offered 2 action packed days of inspiration. There were various workshops such
as Careers Theatre, Student Advice Theatre, University Theatre, Parents’ & Advisors Theatre. Target group are Year 10, 11, 12 &
13, school leavers, careers advisors and their parents looking at post-school options including: apprenticeship, part/full-time
work, internships, school leaver programmes, gap year opportunities and undergraduate courses all under one roof.

Royal Holloway – Undergraduate Open Day 13th October 2018
Students from KSA will be able to explore the University and discover
the subject areas and get first-hand experience of the University and city.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/royal-holloway-undergraduate-open-day-13-october-2018
This Open Day will offer you an informative, interactive and personalised experience of what Royal Holloway is really like
through a range of talks and tours and the chance to speak directly to staff and students.

Cardiff University Open Day 27th October 2018
Students from KSA will be able to explore the University
and discover the subject areas with academic and current students.

https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/open-days-visits/why-come-to-an-open-day
The day will give you a chance to: -

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tour the campus
See the Students’ Union
Visit a range of student residences
Visit Academic School buildings and speak to admissions tours
Attend subject specific talks to explore your subject in more details
Drop in to our advice shops
Visit their sports facilities
Watch the student led film
Tour the city
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Royal Institution Masterclasses (Engineering) – Brunel University - 6 weeks
Saturday morning from 9.30 – 12.30 from 3rd November to 8th December 2018
We are delighted to have such a wonderful collaboration with Brunel University. Opportunities have included a 6th Form
tour and presentation covering the new campus, meeting with lecturers and current students having a look around the
campus to gain hands on experience. A selected group of 12 Year 9 students are currently taking part in the Royal Institution
Engineering Masterclasses which take place over 6 Saturday mornings during November/December 2018.
These Masterclasses aim to open the eyes of young people to the excitement, beauty and value of mathematics,
engineering and computer science and in turn, inspire the next generation. All Year 7, 8 and 9 students
will be involved in the Robocode project during December 2018 in association with the Royal Academy of
Engineering when Lesley Warren and her team of ambassadors come into school to deliver the workshops.
The aims of this session are to introduce students to computer coding, encourage engineering thinking and show students
the importance of maths and science at school.
Two further sessions for all Year 9 students to visit Brunel University are booked to take place in May 2019. These STEM sessions
will allow students to use skills such as following instructions, simple navigation/programming/debugging, estimating
and measuring, simple sensor use and challenges. They will further develop skills such as teamwork, problem solving and
perseverance.
Mrs J Basra
Careers Adviser

An interview with year 12
Sociology Student
How have you found your first term at KSA
sixth form?
Amritpal: My first term has been packed full of information
about a range of topics ranging from careers advice to
information regarding my subjects, which has given me a
sense of direction of what I want to do in life.
Sharon: It’s been very different to high school. I’ve been
more organised and the first term has been good.

What subjects are you taking? What are you
enjoying most about your subjects?
Simran: I take sociology, ICT and Business.
I enjoy the fact that there are small classes allowing
teachers to give more help. I mostly enjoy sociology as it
benefits towards my future career.
Manpreet: Maths, Business and Sociology. All have
challenging content but all my subjects are extremely fun.

Describe your extra-curricular activities, are
you enjoying them? What skills are you getting
from these?
Harmehar: For enrichment, I enjoy doing henna as it helps in
focusing and concentrating. I do volunteering where I help
with children who need extra help every week. I support year
7 science lessons. This helps in leaderships and controlling
groups of people. Answering questions is communication
and I’m also doing volunteer work on the weekends at
hospital for work experience.

From left to right: Harmehar, Amritpal, Simran, Manpreet and 		
Sharon

What is your aspiration after sixth form?
Sharon: I want to go to university to study law and
criminology.
Amritpal: I would like to study business management at
a good university to eventually go into a job in business
management, such as a business development manager.
Harmehar: I’d like to go to university and study psychology
and then later specialise in forensic psychology. I’d like to
work with the police in the forensics department, working
and analysing why people commit crime. I’d like to work
for the prison service.
Manpreet: Going to university to study accounting.
Mrs S James
Teacher of Sociology
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What Career Live? And What University Live?
Friday 12th October 2018
Feedback Report – What Next - Careers Fair
Khalsa Secondary Academy – Year 11 & 12
Background
The aim of the Careers Fair was to provide a platform for students from Year 11 & 12 to explore future opportunities beyond
school. The event provided information showcased higher education institutions, as well as commercial organisations,
giving our students a chance to speak one-to-one with multiple company representatives all in the same place.
There were approximately 50 companies that attended to include AAT, Arcadia, Coca-Cola, Deloitte, J.P. Morgan,
Murphy, Network Rail, Royal Navy, Unilever, Warner Bros and many more. There were over 53 Universities (some from the
prestigious Russell Group of leading UK Universities) and course providers to include, Access to Music, Brunel University
London, Loughborough University, UCFB, The University of Law, University of Liverpool and many more.

Outcomes
Through the Careers Fair we sought to ensure students achieved the following outcomes:

•
•
•
•

Related learning to Employment, Apprenticeships and Universities
Understood the qualities, attitudes, attributes and skills employers require
Assisted in starting to make informed career and employment choices
Keep Parents informed

Khalsa Secondary Academy saw the importance of passing this information onto parents so that they could share
and support their sons/daughters on this journey after school. The school purchased the ‘Options – A Parent’s Guide to
Apprenticeships and Universities’ for all Year 12 and Year 11 parents.

Students also had access to the following workshops: -

•
•
•
•

Careers Theatre – To hear what it’s like to work at some of the UK’s top companies at the Careers Theatre
and learn about the different industries and which ones could be right for you!
Apprentice Panel Q & A – Put your questions to current apprenticeship at a panel Q & A session.
University Theatre – Compare and contrast a range of Universities, get an overview of what they have to offer
and why they might be the best fit for you.
Student Panel Q & A – Put your questions to current students at a panel Q & A session
Student feedback (continued)

What was the most interesting exhibit that you visited and why?

•
•
•

UCFB – The people speaking for UCFB are very inspirational and gave good tips for the future which I will
find useful
Cyber Security – It showed lots of career options with the IT industry which I am interested in
University of Leicester – They have so many options related to my career which helped me think about my
options

What did you like most about his event?

•
•
•
•

It helps us to decide our future
I like the fact that my questions were answered very well
I learnt about the UCAS application and University life
The different Universities and variety of courses available

What would you like to see at your next event?

•
•
•

More subject based courses
A larger venue as it was very crowded
More time to visit and some of the many workshops
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Conclusion
Overall feedback was very positive. Student comments reflected that amount of information available to discover the
options after school or college.

Student feedback
We collected feedback from 86 students, summarized below:
Attending this careers fair was worth my time

Attending this event has made me more aware of different
education options

Attending this careers fair was worth my time

How likely are you to recommend other students y
our age to attend this event?

Mrs J Basra
Careers Adviser
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Mathematics Department

This term the Mathematics department has been very busy behind the scenes.
We have been organising some amazing trips for the pupils to take part in, over the next two terms. Look out for the
many STEAM related workshops being held in school, a day trip to Bletchley Park, the home of the Codebreakers.

A Christmas Puzzle for all you
budding mathematicians

Wishing all our students and parents a wonderful Christmaths break.
Mrs Bains, Mrs Gill and Mr Neta
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Macmillans Coffee Morning
A massive thank you to parents, students and staff who helped
make our autumn Macmillans Coffee Morning such a success.
Nearly £400 was made this year. Well done to everyone who
supported this great cause.

It was lovely to meet so many people at our first Parents
Coffee Morning in November. Thank you to the parents
who came in. In your feedback at the coffee morning, you
told us we are doing the following things right as a school:

•
•
•
•
•
•

You told us we need to improve on the following:
•
More specific information on each year’s 		
curriculum content – all subject areas 		
have worked on this and this will be published
soon.
The quantity of homework we are setting your
•
A homework support club – during lunch and 		
children is right
after school
Communications with individual staff is good
•
More study skills advice to parents and 		
You are getting positive feedback from your 		
students – we can do this!
children about their teachers and their 		 •
Information on how to use Parent Mail more 		
learning in 						
effectively at home.
the classroom
The feedback we had from parents was useful and
The transition from primary school to Year 7 		 appreciated and we will respond to your suggestions
has been very smooth and easy
above in the immediate future. We look forward to meeting
Students transferring from another secondary
you again at future coffee mornings in 2019.
school to KSA have been warmly welcomed 		
and have settled in well
Mr I Beeston
The schools Praise and Rewards system is 		 Assistant Principal
working well.

Remembrance Day Events
Visit from Teikyo School

KSA marked the 100th anniversary of the end of World
War One with a series of special assemblies for each year
group during the lead up to Remembrance Sunday and a
minute’s silence on Monday 12th November. During those
assemblies, extracts from a wide range of World War One
poets were heard, including texts by Rupert Brooke and
Wilfred Owen, and clips from Peter Jackson’s new film
documentary They Shall Not Grow Old were viewed.

KSA recently hosted another successful community event
with Teikyo School, an International School in Wexham
for Japanese pupils in the UK. During their visit, 8 of our
Year 10 ambassadors worked with the Teikyo students to
talk about environmental issues and to discuss what we
can do as school communities to make schools greener
and reduce plastic waste. It was great to see our students
interacting so well with our Japanese visitors and learn
about life in Japan. It was lovely to see them learning some
Japanese language from the visitors and talking about
Japanese culture so maturely. Indeed, they did us proud
in terms of representing our school community at its best.
Well done Year 10! As you will know, this is not our first event
together and we look forward to furthering this friendship
with more visits like this in 2019.

The school also sold poppies, wristbands and special
commemorative stationary on behalf of the British Legion.
Since then, the English department has visited several
primary schools, including Stoke Poges Primary and
Godolphin Junior to run World War Poetry and Creative
Writing Workshops to tie in with the 100th Anniversary of
the end of WW1. These have been run with Year 5s who we
hope will be joining us at KSA in the not-too-distant future.
Mr I Beeston
Assistant Principal

Mr I Beeston
Assistant Principal
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International Men’s Day
Monday 19th November 2018
For International Men’s Day this year, students were given a special assembly on what it is to be a man
and the issues that men face in this current age.
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These are some of the shocking key
issues shared with the students during
the assembly:
Men face a series of health challenges 		
that need to be address in order tohave our
communities function to their fullest potential.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Current research tells us that:
men have a suicide rate 3 times higher
than women (12 men a day in the uk)
1 in 3 men have been the victims of
domestic violence
men on average die 4-5 years before
women
men are nearly twice as likely to suffer
from lung cancer than women
men are nearly twice as likely to suffer
from heart disease than women.

During the assembly, some staff also shared with the students the influential men in their lives and pupils were given the
opportunity to do likewise. Some moving tributes were shared. As part of International Men’s Day celebrations, some of
the staff at school also grew their moustaches to raise awareness and money for the Movember foundation. Thank you
very much to those staff who took part and the people who donated to this great cause.
Mr A Kilbane
Head of DT
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DATES FOR THE
SPRING TERM 2019
Spring Term 2019
Spring Term

Half Term

Monday 7th January
to
th
Friday 5 April 2019

Monday 18th February
to
nd
Friday 22 March 2019

Mrs Piesse, Mr Williams and everyone at KSA wish you

Merry Christmas
and

A Happy New Year.
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