
 
 
Atam Academy Curriculum Overviews for this term 
 
English 
This year our theme in English is Power and Conflict. We will begin this year by reading and studying the 
novel Animal Farm by George Orwell. In order to fully understand the novel, students will explore the social 
and historical context linking the characters to key figures during the Russian Revolution. This novel is 
challenging, so completing the knowledge organiser when set is crucial for success. This unit of work 
directly links to the English Literature and Language GCSE as students will be assessed on the same 
objectives and set tasks which parallel both Language paper 2 and Literature paper 2. Assessment grades 
are the same as those used at GCSE to allow students to familiarise themselves with the grading system 
and track their own progress. 
 
Teacher contact details: j.ali@atamacademy.com 
 
Mathematics 
This year we will be embarking on the mastery approach in maths, looking how to apply maths in real world 
contexts. For the students to fully understand the mastery approach they will be exploring a range of 
strategies to deepen their mathematical knowledge and applying them in a range of situations. We will be 
starting the term with place value and revising the four main operations. Each topic will explore a range of 
examples in which students can discuss and make links between concepts and cross-reference each focus 
to the GCSE grading so students are clear on what targets they are working towards. End of unit topics will 
be completed for the students to self-assess their progress and analyse what areas they need to focus on. 
 
Teacher contact details: b.singh@atamacademy.com 
 
Science 
The students will gain an understanding of science being a combination of three separate subjects: biology, 
chemistry and physics. Students will learn the practical skills needed to carry out scientific investigations 
and how science is a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subject.  The students 
will be set homework using the knowledge organiser to learn definitions and the use of key words and 
scientific formulas. They will also be set tasks to complete using online resources.  All the units of work 
covered this year are directly linked to the GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics specifications. The 
students will be assessed using GCSE style questions and will be graded from 9-1, to familiarise 
themselves with the grading system and to be able to track their own progress. They will be covering a 
range of topics such as cells, particles, forces, metals and non-metals and energy. 
  
Teacher contact details: r.pearson@atamacademy.com 
 
History 
 
This year in History students will be focusing on England between 1066-1558. They will be discovering 
more about the past and practising history skills based on key themes such as was, power, health and 
change and continuity. They will be assessed using the same objectives as GCSE History and similar 
questions to challenge them and best prepare them for academic History. They will be developing their skill 
at examining historical source material with a critical eye and begin to explain why people have different 
interpretations of the past. 
 
Teacher contact: j.brewer@atamacademy.com 
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Geography 
 
This year in Geography students will be introduced to the basics of physical Geography by focusing on 
essential map skills, rivers and glaciers. Students will also be introduced to human Geography through an 
in depth study of the UK and Kenya. They will be assessed using the same objectives as GCSE Geography 
to best prepare them for academic success in the subject. They will get opportunities to use statistics and 
graphs to practice interpreting and evaluating geographical data from both a national and international 
perspective.  
 
Teacher contact: j.brewer@atamacademy.com 
 
Religious Studies 
 
This year in Religious Studies our focus is 'beliefs and where they come from'. Students will examine the 
core beliefs of all the major world religions and explain where they come from and their impact on people of 
each faith. They will be assessed using the same objectives as GCSE RS and answer similar style 
questions to best prepare them for academic R.E. They will also get the opportunity to develop their critical 
thinking skills by debating difficult questions related to faith. They will begin to compare different beliefs, 
finding and explaining both similarities and differences between the major faiths. 
 
Teacher contact: j.brewer@atamacademy.com 
 
French (all students study this language) 

Students will cover a wide range of topics that link to the French GCSE course. In each lesson the four 
essential skills for language acquisition: speaking, listening, reading and writing will be developed. In order 
to make learners become familiar with French GCSE grades, success criteria for classwork and homework 
are based on these grades. In this way, learners will be able to assess their own progress and reflect on 
how to move their learning forward. 

We will be exploring and practising basic grammar structures. We will build on these so that students 
become confident learners, communicating their ideas and expressing their opinions on a variety of themes 
such as themselves and their character, their family life, their family members, their friends, their pets, their 
town, their taste in terms of music and fashion and their plans for the future. 

The knowledge organiser will support learners in their homework and should be used as a reference point 
when revising. 

Teacher contact: s.bove@atamacaddemy.com 
 
Panjabi (for all Sikh students) 

The main focus this year will be on students understanding letters and vowels, formation and recognition of 
2 and 3 letter words. Those students who already have good Panjabi skills will have the opportunity to build 
on this through extended writing and comprehension activities.  The students will be expected to learn key 
vocabulary such as how to introduce themselves, common verbs, adjectives and numbers. The 
assessments given at the end of term will be graded according to the GCSE specification so that children 
start to become aware of the criteria for each grade. 

Teacher contact: m.ghuman@atamacademy.com 
 
Spanish (for non-sikh students who do not take Panjabi) 

Students who are not Sikh, whilst Panjabi is being taught to the Sikh students, Spanish will be running at 
the same time. This allows all students to have a second language. The Spanish course will follow the 
same themes and structures as French course, as stated above. 

Please note that all students are welcome to attend the after school Spanish club that we will be running. 

Teacher contact: s.bove@atamacaddemy.com 
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Art, Design and Technology 
In ADT, student will have the opportunity to explore a range of skills when designing and creating various 
projects. Students will be exploring materials and their properties and how they are applied to different 
objects. The first project is based on students researching a bank of techniques to create a pop-up book. 
This unit will be directly linked to the key skills they require to apply to various other projects in the year. 
The key objectives that students must develop is their reflective thinking and ways in which they can 
develop their design to make it more efficient or to reduce material waste. These are key GCSE skills that 
students will build on this year.     
All students will be taking part in food preparation and nutrition. This half term students will learn about the 
importance of healthy living, the components of the different food groups, food hygiene and safety in the 
kitchen as well as having the opportunity to prepare and cook some basic dishes. 
 
Teacher contact: b.singh@atamacademy.com 
 
Sport 

Students will be learning the importance of structured training and how the correct mental and 
physical preparation can benefit personal performance, wellbeing and health.  
 
The lessons will be structured with pupils working on six elements of fitness: 
· Aerobic endurance 
· Muscle endurance 
· Flexibility 
· Speed 
· Muscular strength  
· Body composition (posture) 
 
Students will be given a fun task-based challenging workout during each session, which is varied and 
progressive. They will also be encouraged to devise their own routines so that they can deliver this to their 
peers. 
 

Teacher contact: j.selcuk@atamacademy.com 
 
Music 

The students will gain an understanding of the seven elements of Music (Pitch, Duration, Dynamics, 
Tempo, Timbre, Texture and Structure). They will be able to identify those elements while listening to music 
of different styles, genres and traditions. The students will learn to read and write music in the Treble Clef 
and how to recognize the musical elements by hearing them as well as seeing them written. The students 
will perform in a solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices, learning how to utilize and discriminate 
between the musical elements.    
 
Teacher contact: a.dzhambazov@atamacademy.com 
 
Drama 

The students will be following the theme “Expression of Power”. We will be exploring the power of our 

voice. Students will use examples of powerful speakers to develop their own voice projection and build their 

confidence. By the end of the term students will perform their own dramatic monologue or performance 

poetry with a written submission of reflection on their piece and that of their peers. 

Teacher contact: j.ali@atamacademy.com 
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Sikh Studies (For all Sikh Students) 
 

The theme for this year is the Sikh Gurus and their teachings.  This term the students will be looking at the Guru 

Granth Sahib Ji in depth and learning about how it was composed. The students will also look at the physical aspects 

of Seva around Guru Granth Sahib Ji and putting theory into practice. Furthermore, we will be learning about the 

importance of Guru Angad Dev Ji's involvement in composing and compiling the Guru Granth Sahib Ji. This will be 

followed by a study into the role and impact of Guru Amar Das Ji  and the importance of his Seva.  

Teacher contact: m.ghuman@atamacademy.com  
 

 All non-Sikh students who have opted out will be working with the Primary pupils as part of Seva 
(community service) 

 
 
 
Trips 

These are some of the trips that we are planning this year with our Year 7 students. There will be additions, 

but just so you are aware, although some of the trips will be free of charge, there will be costs attached to 

some of them. More information will be provided nearer the time so that you have ample time to finance the 

trips.  

Autumn term 

Trip Subject  

Christmas market in France French 

Pantomime  Drama 

 

Spring Term 

Trip Subject  

V&A museum Panjabi 

National Gallery Languages 

Museum of Childhood Science 

London Transport Museum Science/Mathematics 

 

Summer Term 

Trip Subject  

Globe Theatre  English/Drama 

Stratford upon Avon History and Drama 

Science museum Science 

London Design Museum Mathematics and Art, Design and Technology 

 

 

 

 

mailto:m.ghuman@atamacademy.com

